Foundation Lesson

Revision and Editing Strategies

Objectives:

Students will revise writing with a specific strategy to achieve a more coherent paper.

Students will study specific elements of grammar and manipulate in an essay.

After students write for any mode or purpose, they need to use specific strategies when revising and editing a written piece.  Using specific goals when students rewrite papers will allow them to see that they need to make specific choices in their writing and that each choice will affect the whole paper.

Lesson One—Revision and Editing

1. Copy a sample student paper on a transparency.

2. Lead students through the essay and have them identify the parts of speech of the first 4 words in each sentence.  You may wish to use the chart below.

	Paragraph One—First Four words
	Notes about Patterns

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 


Many students will see patterns emerge:  The authors says, This story is saying. That means.  The default start of a sentence is a “T” word:  this, that, these, those, the.  Encourage students to start sentences with different grammatical structures.

3. Have students rewrite the first paragraph eliminating all the “T” words at the beginning of the sentences.

4.
Grammar Lesson:  Teachers will see an opportunity to teach demonstrative pronouns.  Using a grammar book for reference and definitions, teachers can introduce students to the term and its definition and then show students how to use demonstrative pronouns more effectively in their writing.

More effective uses for demonstrative pronouns:  Use demonstrative pronouns  farther along in a sentence to show a specific idea, person, place, or thing. (Example:  Caesar knew his enemies were against him, he had no idea that this friend, Brutus, would betray him as well.)  Use demonstrative pronouns as repetition in poetry (See Frederick Douglass by Robert Hayden).

5. Students can also use this lesson as an opportunity to edit for fragments and run on sentences.  They will note the first 4 words of each sentence in the chart above, but they can also count the number of words per sentence and check for appropriate punctuation before coordinating conjunctions using the cart below.

	Number of Words
	Identify any coordinating conjunctions 

Needed punctuation?
	Identify each sentence as one of the following: complete sentence, fragment, or run-on.

	Sentence 1
	
	

	Sentence 2
	
	

	Sentence 3
	
	

	Sentence 4
	
	

	Sentence 5
	
	


Lesson Two--Revision

1. Use a copy of a student essay and make a transparency of one body paragraph to put on the overhead as a model.

2. Grammar Lesson—Passive Voice—Using a grammar book for reference and definitions, teachers can introduce students to passive voice and explain the weakness of this writing construction.

Example:
Jonas is thinking of running away from his town, his parents, and his vocation. (passive verb).


Jonas entertains thoughts of leaving his town, his parents and his vocation. (active verb)

3. Using the chart below, have students identify all the verbs in one paragraph and then replace them with more vivid, active verbs when necessary.  Not all instances of passive voice have to be corrected.

	Verb
	Active/Vivid verb replacement

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Students may see another pattern emerge and that is the overuse of passive voice.  Not all sentences need correction of passive voice, but students should see this as an opportunity to add concrete ideas and images to their writing.

