EIGHTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A) READING

(My Bondage and My Freedom Nonfiction Passage)

IA.

Frederick Douglass, the son a slave, became a famous antislavery leader, using his gift of language as both a renowned American orator and journalist.

The frequent hearing of my mistress reading the bible—for she often read aloud when her husband

was absent—soon awakened my curiosity in respect to this mystery of reading, and roused in me the desire to 

learn.  .  .  .  I frankly asked her to teach me to read; and without hesitation, the dear woman began the task, and 

very soon, by her assistance, I was master of the alphabet, and could spell words of three or four letters. My 

(5)
mistress seemed almost as proud of my progress, as if I had been her own child. . . .

Seized with a determination to learn to read, at any cost, I hit upon many expedients to accomplish this 

desired end. The plea which I mainly adopted, and the one by which I was most successful, was that of using my 

young white playmates, with whom I met in the street, as teachers. I used to carry, almost constantly, a copy of 

Webster’s spelling book in my pocket; and, when sent on errands, or when play time was allowed me, I would 

(10)
step, with my young friends, aside, and take a lesson in spelling. I generally paid my tuition fee to the boys, with 

bread, which I also carried in my pocket. For a single biscuit, any of my hungry little comrades would give me a 

lesson more valuable to me than bread. Not every one, however, demanded this consideration, for there were 

those who took pleasure in teaching me, whenever I had a chance to be taught by them.  .  .  .



When I was about thirteen years old, and had succeeded in learning to read, every increase of 

(15)
knowledge, especially respecting the Free States, added something to the almost intolerable burden of the 

thought—“I AM A SLAVE FOR LIFE.”. . . Fortunately, or unfortunately, about this time in my life, I had made 

enough money to buy what was then a very popular school book, viz: the “Columbian Orator.” I bought this 

addition to my library, of Mr. Knight, on Thames street, Fell’s Point, Baltimore, and paid him fifty cents for it. 

. . .  I met there one of Sheridan’s mighty speeches, on the subject of the Catholic Emancipation, Lord Chatham’s 

(20)
speech on the American war, and speeches by the great William Pitt and by Fox. These were all choice 

documents to me, and I read them, over and over again, with an interest that was ever increasing, because it was 

ever gaining in intelligence; for the more I read them, the better I understood them. The reading of these 

speeches added much to my limited stock of language, and enabled me to give tongue to many interesting 

thoughts, which had frequently flashed through my soul, and died away for want of utterance. . . . The dialogue 

(25)
and the speeches were all redolent of the principles of liberty, and poured floods of light on the nature and 

character of slavery. With a book of this kind in my hand, my own human nature, and the facts of my 

experience, to help me, I was equal to a contest with the religious advocates of slavery. . . . The more I read, the 

more I was led to abhor and detest slavery, and my enslavers. . . . As I read, behold! the very discontent so 

graphically predicted by Master Hugh, had already come upon me. I was no longer the light-hearted, gleesome 

(30)
boy, full of mirth and play, as when I landed first at Baltimore. Knowledge had come; light had penetrated the 

moral dungeon where I dwelt; and, behold! there lay the bloody whip, for my back, and here was the iron chain; 

and my good, kind master, he was the author of my situation. 




From My Bondage and My Freedom by Frederick Douglass

EIGHTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A) 

(My Bondage and My Freedom Nonfiction Passage)

1.
 In the first sentence, the word “mystery” (line 2) means something

A.
illegal, unacceptable, immoral


B.
unknown, secret, unexplained

C.
public, well known, acceptable

D.
curious, loud, frequent

E.
childish, uninformed, absent



2.
The point of view of the passage is

A.
completely in the third person

B.
mostly in the third person, but some in the first person

C.
equally in the first person and third person

D.
mostly in the first person, but some in the third person


E.
completely in the first person



3.
In the first paragraph, the author says that the lady of the house treats him like 

A.
a slave

B.
a teacher

C.
an ignorant boy

D.
a family member

E.
an annoying child




4.
In the second paragraph, in addition to his mistress, the author finds other teachers in

A.
book sellers

B.
educated black men


C.
hungry friends on the street

D.
ministers and preachers

E.
the husband of his mistress



5.
In the second paragraph, the author possesses the important resource of

A.
a tuition fee


B.
a spelling book

C.
a single biscuit

D.
pieces of bread
E.
extra play time





6.
The last two sentences of the second paragraph (lines 11 - 14) set up a contrast between two types of boys --

A.
black and white

B.
smart and ignorant


C.
paid and unpaid

D.
spellers and readers

E.
kind and unkind




7.
The words “poured floods of light on the nature and character of slavery” (lines 25 - 26) are an example of

A.
hyperbole


B.
metaphor

C.
anaphora

D.
simile

E.
satire






8. 
In lines 19 - 20 the author uses

A.
asyndenton

B.
metonymy

C.
personification

D.
metaphor


E.
allusion





9.
In line 19, the word “there” refers to

A.
Mr. Knight

B.
the “Columbian Orator”

C.
Baltimore

D.
the Free States

E.
the library





10.
Lines 20 - 24 outline the causes and effects which concern the author, including all of the following EXCEPT

A.
the smarter he became, the more interested in books he was

B.
the more he read, the more he understood

C.
the more he read, the more words he learned

D.
the more he read, the more he understood slavery


E.
the smarter he became, the fewer friends he had    

11.
One of the themes of this passage is
A.
everyone should learn to read


B.
increasing knowledge may bring discontentment

C.
slavery is a terrible condition 

D.
freedom from slavery can be bought

E.
people can change their positions in life



12.
The word “behold” (line 28) is an example of an

A. 
effective symbol


B.
imperative order

C.
outdated analogy

D.
ironic statement

E.
overused symbol






13.
In the last sentence, the words “kind master” are italicized in order to show they are

A.
emphatic

B.
realistic

C.
romantic

D.
pathetic


E.
ironic







14.
In the last sentence, the word “author” (line 32) means all of the following EXCEPT

A.
originator

B.
creator


C.
writer

D.
maker

E.
instigator






EIGHTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A) READING

(Cyrano de Bergerac Play)

IIA.

Cyrano is a beloved character, a man of seventeenth century Paris society; he is famous for his poetry, his swordsmanship, and .  .  .  his huge nose. In the following scene, Cyrano has just been commenting on his magnificent nose when a man of very bad manners stops to make a joke about what he sees.

VISCOUNT:  That thing of yours is big, what? Very big.




(He makes a finger gesture toward Cyrano’s nose.)



CYRANO:  Just what I said myself.



VISCOUNT (smiling):

Ha!



CYRANO:  




Nothing more?




Just a fatuous smile? Oh, come, there are fifty score
 





Varieties of comment you could find.




For instance, there’s the frank aggressive kind:




“If mine achieved that hypertrophic state,



(10)
I’d call a surgeon in to amputate.”




The friendly: “It must dip into your cup,







You need a nasal crane to hoist it up.”




The pure descriptive: “From its size and shape




I’d say it was a rock, a bluff, a cape,



(15)
No, a peninsula—how picturesque!” .  .  .  




The gracious: “Are you fond of birds? How sweet—




A Gothic perch to rest their tiny feet.”




The truculent: “You a smoker? I suppose




The fumes must gush out fiercely from that nose



(20)
And people think a chimney is on fire.”.  .  .







The tenderhearted swear 




They’ll have a miniature umbrella made




To keep the rain off, or for summer shade.







Then comes the pedant. “Let me see it, please.

 

(25)
The mythic beast of Aristophanes,




The hippocampocamelelephunt,




Had flesh and bone like that stuck up in front.”




Insolent: “Quite a useful gadget, that.







You hold it high and then hang up your hat.” .  .  .  



(30)
Dramatic:  “When it bleeds, it’s the Red Sea.”






Lyric:  “Ah, Triton rising from the waters,




Honking his wreathed conch at Neptune’s daughters.”




Naïve:  “How much to view the monument?” .  .  .




Rustic:  “No, Elmer, that’s no nose. Why, that’s



(35)
A giant turnip or a midget marrow.




I’ll dig it up, you look for the wheelbarrow.”




The warlike:  “Train it on the cavalry.”




Practical:  “Put that in a lottery








For noses, and it’s bound to win first prize.” .  .  .



(40)
That is the sort of thing you could have said







If you, sir moron, were a man of letters




Or had an ounce of spunk inside your head.  .  .  .




But be quite sure .  .  .




Even if you possessed the words and wit,



(45)
I’d never let you get away with it.





From Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand

EIGHTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A)
(Cyrano de Bergerac Play)

1.
Lines 1 - 7 provide an example of the part of a plot diagram called

A.
exposition

B.
inciting incident

C.
rising action

D.
falling action

E.
denouement




2.
When Cyrano replies to the Viscount, he uses

A.
verbal irony and sarcasm

B.
foreshadowing

C.
flashback

D.
historical allusion

E.
third person point of view



3.
In order to demonstrate wit and quickness to annoy his challenger, the speaker uses

A.
mythology

B.
quotation marks

C.
a long list of polite responses

D.
a shy plea for kindness and mercy

E.
rhymed lines in pairs



4.
An actor reading the passage would do all of the following EXCEPT

A.
use gestures of the face and hands to add drama

B.
change the tone of his voice to fit each type of response

C.
emphasize the words that precede each quotation

D.
enjoy putting the Viscount on the spot

E.
deliver the entire speech in an angry tone


5.
When Cyrano says “there are fifty score / Varieties of comment” (lines 6 - 7), he is using a figure of speech called

A.
metaphor

B.
hyperbole

C.
apostrophe

D.
metonymy

E.
synecdoche





6.
The tone of the passage is

A.
condescending

B.
philosophical

C.
obnoxious

D.
satirical

E.
serious






7.
In lines 21- 23, author is using

A.
logic

B.
imagery

C.
argument

D.
symbolism

E.
foreshadowing





8.
Cyrano’s comments that illustrate a humorous way to keep his nose out of the weather involve the approach he calls 

A.
“friendly” (line 11)

B.
“descriptive” (line 13)

C.
“gracious” (line 16)

D.
“truculent” (line 18)

E.
“tenderhearted” (line 21)



9.
Cyrano’s approach that provides both an allusion and an exaggeration is

A.
“aggressive” (line 8)

B.
“Insolent” (line 28)

C.
“Lyric” (line 31)

D.
“warlike” (line 37)

E.
“Practical” (line 38)




10.
The tone of the last six lines is

A.
bored


B.
indignant

C.
friendly

D.
fearful

E.
sarcastic





11.
With the words “If you, sir moron” (line 41), the speaker uses

A.
a noun of direct address

B.
an allusion






C.
a synecdoche

D.
a personification

E.
an anaphora





12.
In line 42, the word “spunk” suggests

A.
education

B.
brains

C.
courage

D.
words

E.
fear






13.
The reaction of the Viscount to what occurs in lines 40 - 42 would be one of

A.
anger

B.
distrust

C.
elation

D.
disgust

E.
surprise





14.
The implication of the last two lines is that

A.
the Viscount is assuredly intelligent

B.
the Viscount is ready to make a brilliant response

C.
Cyrano is ready to punish the Viscount

D.
Cyrano is going to walk away quietly

E.
the Viscount has talked his way out of his insult 


Essay prompts to accompany version A of the eighth grade exam 

Choose one of the following for a multi-paragraph essay (one-two pages) response of 30 minutes:

I. Carefully examine the argument that Frederick Douglass makes in his autobiographical excerpt. Identify and discuss two or three of the techniques he employs to gain the sympathy and support of his readers.

Be sure to compose a careful explanation, using both paraphrase and direct quotations to support your ideas.

II. Compose a carefully considered multi-paragraph essay in which you analyze the various kinds of humor that Cyrano uses in his long speech to his adversary the Viscount. Include in your conclusion a clear statement of how you think the Viscount, or anyone else, might respond to the tongue-lashing that Cyrano delivers.

Be sure to use both paraphrase and direct quotations to support your ideas. Also remember that you have two tasks: an analysis of at least two types of humor and an explanation of how the listener might have responded.

III. Sometimes other people make us feel unhappy. They let us know in all kinds of ways that they do not like us, or perhaps they do not agree with our ideas. Think of a time when you felt like Frederick Douglass or like Cyrano de Bergerac. 

Then in a careful multi-paragraph essay tell the story of that time when you knew that you were right, but someone else did not think you were. Then explain how you dealt with the situation and in the end came out triumphant, feeling good about yourself.

