Lesson Plan:

The Three Levels of Reading







--Karen Werkenthin

Level:  any

Time:  1-3 days

Objectives:

Students will

1. Practice close reading of a text to discover layered meanings.

2. Offer credible evidence from the text to support an idea or assertion.

3. Move from concrete to abstract thinking.

4. Visualize textual images, and practice representational thinking.

5. Determine themes in a complex piece of writing.

6. Connect parts of the work to the work as a whole.

NOTE:  See the “Assessment” introduction for a complete discussion of the three levels of reading:  concrete, abstract, and “super-abstract.”

Resources:

1. Any fiction, nonfiction, drama, or poetry

2. 12” x 18” paper (Manila paper works well.)

3. Colored pencils, crayolas, markers, watercolors, watercolor pencils, etc.

4. If desired, bring in “templates” for circles, or students may draw them freehand.

Directions:

Teacher—This assignment works best in the middle of or at the end of the study of a work.

Students—

1. Somewhere on the paper provided display the title of the work correctly punctuated with the author’s name below it.

2. Draw three concentric circles on the paper.

3. In the inner circle, the concrete level (knowledge, comprehension):

a. write prominently the most significant word from the part of the work assigned (middle or last chapter/act/stanza/paragraph, etc.)

b. copy a (the) passage in which the word appears—enough of it to make sense.  Document as directed in parentheses after the quoted material (chapter and p. #, for example)

c. give multiple dictionary definitions of the word (denotation)

d. place the word in context of what is going on in the work at this point.  Explain why this word is important to the meaning of the work.

4. In the middle circle, the abstract level (analysis, interpretation, etc.), still referring to the text, draw three images from the assigned section of the work, and write an explanation of the tie between the illustration and the word you selected for the first circle.

5. In the outer circle, the “super-abstract” level (synthesis, evaluation), going beyond the text, write three thematic statements drawn from the significant word and your illustrations, tying them to the whole work.  Your sentences need not use the word itself, but should be clearly related.

6. On one side of the paper, compose a 100-200 word essay tying the key word to each of the main characters in the work as a whole.  (Younger students may write fewer words.)

Rubric:

(This assignment is a daily grade.)

90 – 100
These projects show that the student has clearly and effectively
a. selected a key word

b. offered a quotation clearly reflecting the word’s significance and documented as directed

c. given multiple definitions of the word

d. placed the word in the context of the whole work

e. drawn images/objects that are colorful and reinforce the word’s significance

f. composed three thematic statements derived from that word, tying the word to the whole work

g. tied the key word to each of the main characters

h. made the work neat, colorful, and correct.

80 – 89
These projects adequately fulfill the requirements, but are less thorough, 



less meticulous, less vivid, less correct than the 90-100 efforts.  There are 



some mistakes in grammar, spelling, mechanics.

70 – 79
These projects inadequately fulfill the requirements because they are 



incomplete, incorrect, hastily/thoughtlessly done.  There are numerous



mistakes in grammar, spelling, mechanics.

