Close Reading with Levels of Questions – Grade 8

(Based on 8th Grade Skills-Based Syllabus)

Objectives

Students will :

· complete a language-based analysis of a passage 

· organize ideas through close reading

· question and evaluate an author’s purpose in non-fiction

· question basic understanding as well as interpretive analysis

Suggested time frame—Allow approximately one class period for introduction of the activity and complete the rest of the assignment for homework.  The following day will be spent going over student responses and evaluating the levels of questions.

Texts 

On Dumpster Diving—Lars Eighner (Source--__________________________)

Building Success: Strategies to Prepare Students for College Prep and AP® Courses in English and History—Levels of Questions (2.18)

Assignment

1. Lead students through a brief lecture over levels of questions.  There are some exercises in the Building Success Manual (2000), page 2.18, but a brief overview follows:

a. Level One—These questions can be answered explicitly by facts contained in the text or by information accessible in other resources.

b. Level Two—These questions are textually implicit, requiring analysis and interpretation of specific parts of the text.

c. Level Three—These questions are much more open-ended and go beyond the text.  They are intended to provoke a discussion of an abstract idea or issue.

2. Using a text with which students are familiar, model the levels of questions for them.  Examples below follow from the first few pages of a favorite novel of 8th Grade—The Giver by Lois Lowry.

Brief Synopsis: The novel opens on a bright December day with a strange object flying through the sky:  an airplane.  This appearance frightens the main character, Jonas, and he questions why the airplane has appeared.

a.  Level One—How does Jonas feel at the appearance of the airplane?

b. Level Two—Why do you think is it against the rules for Pilots to fly over the Community?

c. Level Three—If Pilots are forbidden to fly over this community what else is forbidden?  Why does society feel the need to control its components?  

3. Read “Dumpster Diving” aloud to students.  It is a fairly long text, so an excerpt may be more easily manipulated.  This text is non-fiction and rich with detail.  It is an excellent resource for this activity.  Alternate texts include: Once More to the Lake—EB White; Photograph of My Parents—Maxine Hong Kingston; Jungle—Annie Dillard; A Hanging—George Orwell.  Teachers need to choose a non-fiction text for this exercise, as this genre best serves language analysis questions.

4. Students will write language-based questions focusing on the following subjects, but are not limited to:

· Subject of the paragraph

· Attitude of the author toward his/her subject

· Tone of the author toward his/her subject

· Analysis of the author’s/speaker’s motivation

· Analysis of  the audience

· Effect of sentence structure, diction on the paragraph

· Effect of rhetorical strategies

· Resources of language author uses

· Effect of punctuation

5. Write and answer one level-two question for each paragraph.  Each paragraph in a piece of non-fiction can be rich with detail and usually have an identifiable topic sentence.  A student sample follows for “Dumpster Diving.”

6. Through this language analysis of the structure of a piece of non-fiction, students analyze the methods authors use to organize, and will make notes about how those methods connect to author’s purpose.

Fletcher Comstock—9th grade—Levels of Questions—Dumpster Diving—Lars Eighner

	Paragraph
	Level-Two Question and Answer

	1
	Q:  Why would Eighner refer to Merriam Webster in relation to copying for him personally?

A:  To prove to the reader that he is educated and has an understanding of what he is writing about.

	2
	Q:  Why give several different word types to describe his type of Dumpster diving?
A:  Perhaps to prove some point as to how we view this activity, or to give us a greater view of this activity to the reader.

	3
	Q:  How does the structure of this paragraph have an effect on the topic?
A:  A complex sentence, followed by two short sentences, followed by another complex sentence, enhance his opinions and give the facts a very straightforward presentation.

	4
	Q:  Why does the author use his dog in this section of the passage?
A:  Perhaps to show his relation as a once productive member of society, drawing on the saying “A man and his dog.”  It seems to give him some self-worth.

	5
	Q:  Why use only one sentence for this paragraph?

A:  This paragraph might have been a sort of opening thesis, the first few paragraphs serving as an introduction to this main point.


Other sample questions:

· What is the reason for starting a paragraph with a question?

· Why does the author not combine the last two sentences?

· What is the significance of the first sentence to the rest of the paragraph?

· Why does the author elaborate the paragraph above in this paragraph?

· Why is this paragraph written as a sort of personal narrative?

· How is this paragraph organized?

· Why does the author use the word “emulsified”?

· Why place a personal experience and follow it with facts?

· Why mix short and long sentences within a paragraph?

· What is the effect of the personification of the Dumpsters?

