LISD ASSESSMENT PROJECT TEMPLATE

Name of Teacher:  Barbara Abbe
Contact information:


Home address:  9711 Oxford,   Lubbock, TX   79423

Home telephone:  806-794-4371
School address:  5402 12th,   Lubbock, TX   79416

School telephone:  806-766-0777

E-mail address:  barbabbe@hotmail.com
School name:  Mackenzie Junior High
School location and environment:  Mackenzie is located in a neighborhood area that has a range of low-income apartments to million dollar homes.  There is a small school feeling with a big city structure.  It is a neighborhood school with open enrollment from other attendance areas.

Grades and/or level (Middle School 6-8, for example):  Junior High-7-8-9
Type of school (public or private; Montessori, etc.): Public
Enrollment:  576

Percentage of minorities:  34% Hispanic, 7% African American, 1% Others

College expectations of students: Many go to the two universities located in town.  Many also go to the junior college that is available to them in this area.  A high percentage of our students go to college.

Teaching situation (positions held; extracurricular assignments, years teaching; number of sections taught; number of students; in- and out-of class time commitment):  I teach five classes of 8th grade English, 3 pre-AP and 2 regular.  I am the student council sponsor with a council of 50 students.  I have 23 years of experience in junior high English and 10 years of pre-AP experience.  I am also the TAAS coordinator for the school as well as the instructional specialist for the building.  I have been at this school for almost my entire teaching career.  I have approximately 120 students at this time.

Usual class size: 25
Type of program for Pre-AP and AP (structure of vertical teams, district plan, etc., if known)  I am one of three pre-AP English teachers in our building.  Along with English, Mackenzie offers pre-AP courses in reading, math, science, and social studies.  We have some communication with our elementary feeders (3) that have pre-AP English classes in the 6th grade.  We have more contact with the vertical team in the high school that we feed.

________________________________________________________________________

__8th__ Grade Essay Assessment 

Prompt:


Read the following poems carefully.  Consider the subjects of love, death, and life in each poem.  Using diction, images, and details from the poems, contrast the melancholic and sad attitude of Poe to the optimistic and enthusiastic attitude of Masters.

Rubric:

90-100


Answers all parts of the prompt completely.


Makes a clear, convincing thesis which states position


Demonstrates a clear understanding of the poem


Recognizes tone/attitude through poet’s use of diction, images, and details


Excellent use of diction, images, and details as evidence from poetry


Evidence is clear and logical


Effective use of transitions


Demonstrates mature use of sentence variety and sophisticated word choice


Few grammatical errors

80-89


Answers all parts of the prompt but not as completely as top range essays.


Makes a convincing thesis which states position


Demonstrates understanding of the poem


Recognizes tone/attitude through poet’s use of diction, images, and details


Good use of diction, images, and details as evidence from poetry


Evidence is mostly clear and logical with a few lapses in organization


Good use of transitions


Demonstrates above average use of sentence variety and sophisticated word 


choice


Some grammatical errors

70-79


Attempts to answer the prompt in a minimal fashion.


Makes an attempt to state a position


Demonstrates a weak understanding of the poem


Recognizes tone/attitude through some use of diction, images, and details


Little use of diction, images, and details as evidence from poetry


Some use of transitions


Demonstrates simple to fair word choice, but little sentence variety


Several grammatical errors

60-69


Fails to address prompt


No or inaccurate position stated


Does not understand point of poem


Does not recognize tone/attitude


No use of diction, images, and details as evidence from poetry


Lacks transitions and organization


Grammatical errors in sentence structure and word choice interfere with message 


of essay

Student Samples:


Sample 1:

What’s the Attitude?


Poetry expresses feelings in just a few lines, by using the right words to create the attitude in the reader’s mind.  Using diction, imagery, and details, Edgar Allen Poe and Edgar Lee Masters portray contrasting tones about life, death, and love.


To begin, Poe’s poem “Annabel Lee” reveals itself as melancholic and sad through further analyzation.  His view on life is depressing as he feels that life without his love is worthless.  In the last stanza of the poem, after Annabel has died, he still cannot let go of her.  The details show that he dreams about her and sleeps at her grave every night.  He has withdrawn himself from society to live his life with the dead.  He says that she was “my darling, my life, my bride,” implying that he has no purpose now that she is gone.  He is still alive yet his word choice, “sepulcher” and “tomb,” have a negative connotation.  Next, Poe’s thought on death is that it is the end to all happiness.  His diction has very negative connotation by using words like “coveted,” “shut up,” “envy,” and “chilling and killing”.  These put thoughts of evil and murder in the reader’s mind.  The “chilling” wind and unexpected cloud add to the imagery of the poem.  These touch and sight pictures cause the reader to feel as though her or she is at the “kingdom by the sea”.  Now sad and lonely, Poe grieves only more when in the details, Annabel Lee’s “kinsman came and bore her away.”  Finally, Poe’s idea about love is that love is never ending because true love never dies.  His word choice shows his obsessiveness.  Their love was “more than love” and no one could ever “dissever” their souls.  Night can symbolize death, and in Poe’s imagery he uses a “beaming moon” and “dreams of her”.  This offers conflicting points because though he says their love will never die, it already has.  Poe is holding on to something that isn’t there.  In details, he says not even angels or demons can understand their lover or separate it.  Annabel Lee and Poe had “no other thought” than each other, demonstrating a very possesive attitude.


In a total turn-around, “Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters, has a very optimistic and enthusiastic tone.  Master’s view on life is to live it and love it.  His diction contains a lot of action verbs showing that Lucinda Matlock is active and joyful.  Words such as “enjoying”, “working”, “raising,” “shouting,” and “singing” have a very positive connotation.  In the details, Matlock is triumphant when helping others.  She “nursed the sick” and gathered “medicinal weed.”  Next, Masters’ thought of death is complete satisfaction.  Word choice demonstrates a pleasant, happy scene at Matlock’s death, as she “passed to a sweet repose”.  Hidden in details, the loss of eight of her twelve children, yet remaining optimistic, shows Matlock’s strength at heart.  Lastly, Masters idea of love is gratefulness.  Diction like “married” and  “lived together” has a positive connotation. Imagery such as the dance and card games gives her search for love a hopeful touch.  The details show her enthusiasm when falling in love when she says, “I found David.”  The word “found” is possessive and makes David hers.


To conclude, two poems have the same subjects-life, death, and love-and yet completely different tones.  Poe’s “Annabel Lee” is sad and melancholic, while Masters’ “Lucinda Matlock” is optimistic and enthusiastic.  These attitudes are only revealed by finding the diction, imagery, and details in poetry.


Critique:

This response would receive a high 90.  It indicates that the writer answered all parts of the prompt in a clear and convincing way.  Through the use of multiple examples of diction, imagery, and details, this writer clearly understands the poems, their tones, and how tone is revealed.  Word choice and sentence structure suggests a sophisticated writer who has extensive control of the writing process.  The organization is clear and logical.  This response is an outstanding effort.

________________________________________________________________________


Sample 2:

Expressions of Tone


Tone, one of the most important facets of literature, is usually the main device used by an author to explain his or her feelings toward a subject.  Although the poems “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe and “Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters deal with the same subjects of love, life, and death, they both feature contrasting tones toward these subjects.


Love is a large force in both poems.  Poe approaches the area of love with a desperate and distraught tone, while Masters views it with joy and happiness. In Poe’s poem, the narrator’s true love is taken away from him at an early age, leaving him totally beaten down, without hope.  Masters, however, displays an air of enthusiasm towards the love of the narrator’s husband, even though he’d passed on before her.  Poe expresses his feelings by saying that the “Seraphs of heaven coveted” (line 11,12) their love.  This is a negative connotation, as coveting is seen as a sin, and, in the poem, angels are partaking in it.  It becomes obvious during the poem that his love has become an obsession.  Adversely, Masters briefly speaks of the death of the character’s love and focuses mainly on her life, her accomplishments and her actions.


Life is also an area explored by both poets.  Once again, Poe has a darker tone when writing about this than Masters.  Poe felt that his love’s life had been stolen from him and that her “high-born kinsman” (line 17) bore her away from him without regard for him. He knew that neither of them lived without any other thought but to love the other.  Again, Masters takes a different view than that of Poe.  Masters’s character viewed life with a purpose and with exuberance.  During that character’s life, she speaks of meeting Davis, her husband, and of living to be ninety-six years old.  There was very little sorrow to dwell on during her life, and what sorrow was there is only brushed upon.  The tone of both poems is drastic here.


The final area both works have in common is that of death.  This is the main focus of Poe’s piece.  Annabel Lee’s death is the largest thorn in the narrator’s mind. He’d finally achieved something so deep and meaningful, a thing that meant worlds to him, and before he could appreciate it, it was taken away from him.  His obsession with his lover had grown to the point of returning to where she’d died and been buried.  The narrator is obviously sick and damaged forever by Annabel Lee’s passing.  Masters takes death is stride, though, viewing death as a necessary step in life which cannot be avoided.  She’d “lived enough” (line 16) and she “passed to a sweet repose.” (line 17)  She speaks in a matter-of-fact manner about the deaths of eight of her children, instead opting to speak of her accomplishments.


Tone can be revealed through diction, imagery, and details.  In the poems “Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock”, these devices are used to elaborate on the themes of love, life, and death, though they both present two very distinct and different tones towards them.


Critique:

This response would receive a low 90.  It contains excellent sentence variety with sophisticated word choice and sentence structure.  The writer understands the poems and their tones.   The only way weakness in this response is the lack of clear evidence (diction, imagery, details) for many of the writer’s conclusions.


Sample 3:

Final Death


Tone.*  Throughout the poems “Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock,” the tones of the writers become apparent through the writers’ choice of words.


In the poem “Annabel Lee,” Poe’s sad, melancholy tone becomes more visible in the “chilling and killing my Annabel Lee.”  This line shows how the angels have taken her from him, and they are killing her.  This is an example of the writer’s diction, or word choice.  It’s also showing how Poe feels about the subject of death.  Another example of Poe’s melancholy attitude becomes more explained through the line of poetry “nor the demon down under the sea, can ever dissever my soul from the soul of beautiful Annabel Lee.”  This is showing imagery through the way and order he puts his words.  It gives the reader a picture in his or her mind of two souls being literally cut apart.  It also show how much he feels for this certain Annabel Lee, and he believes they were meant to be together forever.  Poe shows diction, word choice, in his poem “Annabel Lee” through the line “and the stars never rise, but I feel the bright eyes . . .”  In this selection he is saying although he cannot see Annabel Lee, he can feel her warmth.


Throughout the poem “Lucinda Matlock,” Edgar Lee Masters shows us a different view of death than Poe proposes.  The writer, Masters, doesn’t feel melancholy toward the subject of death at all.  Instead, he feels more relieved and well-lived.  He shows someone living a fun, fulfilled life, whereas Poe shows a dreadful, dark life.  His diction if very apparent to the reader through the line “Enjoying, working, raising the 12 children.”  The writer is sharing how this old lady enjoys her life and doesn’t feel like it is too long-lived.  He uses this choice of words, “I went to the dances at Chanderville. . .” This brings an image to the reader’s mind that is showing how the person feels about her life.  He gives details such as “At ninety-six I had lived long enough” showing that the poet feels death is not a bad subject, but a “sweet repose.”


As the reader can see, although both poets talk about the same subjects, they have two opposite feelings on death.  Poe feels it to be sad and melancholy, while Masters feels it is a passing to a better place.


Critique:

This response would receive a mid-80 grade.  It demonstrates an understanding of the poems and their tones.  Sentence construction is somewhat weak, but there is good word choice.  Evidence of diction, imagery, and detail is used in a mostly clear and logical manner.  Some grammatical errors detract from the overall effect of paper.

Sample 4:

Poems


In all poems poets use diction, imagery, and detail to refer tone to the reader.  Tone is the attitude of the writer towards his subject and audience.


The poem “Annabel Lee,” written by Edgar Allen Poe, is a poem of love, obsession, and sadness.  Most of the poem says how strong their love is.  Do they really know what love is at the young age they are?  In this quote, “And so all the night-tide, I lie down by the side of my darling, my darling, my life, and my bride, in the sepulcher there by the sea in her tomb by the sounding sea.”  This shows that he can’t get over someone at all.


“Lucinda Matlock,” written by Edgar Lee Masters, has a positive attitude to it.  It seems like she has lived her full life and she’s ready to pass on.  “At ninety-six I had lived enough.  That is all, And passed to sweet repose.”  That says she has lived all she can, and she’s ready to go.  “What is this I hear of sorrow and weariness, anger, discontent, and drooping hopes?”  Basically, she’s saying dying is satisfaction of a life well lived.


Both of these poems have different tone and meanings.  The reader is able to tell the diction, imagery, and detail.


Critique:

This response would receive a mid-70 grade.  Although there is some understanding of the poems and tone, this writer fails to provide enough evidence to answer the prompt completely.  Basic organization is evident, but extended discussion is not present in the response.

________________________________________________________________________

