8th Grade Argument Lessons 

This lesson focuses on the passage Raymond’s Run by Toni Cade Bambara

located in the reading section of this guide.

Objectives

· Students will identify basic argumentative vocabulary

· Students will summarize and then predict a character’s actions base on the reading of the text.

· Students will write an argument that challenges or defends a character’s actions from a piece of literature.

Suggested time frame—The first assignment can be completed in a 40 to 50 minute class period.  The second assignment can take parts of multiple days depending on the depth with which teacher write and rewrite papers.

Assignment

I. Argument Vocabulary

A. Identify the speaker’s claim in relation to Raymond.

B. What support does she give for her position?

C. What warrants or assumptions can we make about the relationship of these siblings even though they are not directly stated in the passage?

II. Writing Assignment

After reading the excerpt from Raymond’s Run, we have an idea in our heads that Raymond is probably handicapped in some way.  Write a paragraph that challenges or defends the character’s actions in relation to her brother Raymond. Be sure you have strong support for your defense or challenge you are making, and that your support comes from details in the literature.

