8th Grade Lesson Plan 3

(excerpt from 2001 AP English Language and Composition Exam-Question 1)

Objectives
· Students will write for a variety of purposes

· Students will identify author’s purpose in an excerpt of literature

· Students will analyze and practice basic rhetorical techniques in short prose passages

Suggested time frame—This assignment can be completed in one short class period and can give students an opportunity to revise writing for specific purposes.

Assignment

The letter below was written in 1866 by the English novelist Marian Evans Lewes (who used the pen name George Eliot) in response to a letter from an American woman, Melusina Fay Pierce.


My dear Madam, 

I do not usually answer letters unless they demand an answer, finding the days too short for much correspondence; but I am so deeply touched by your words of tenderness and by the details you tell me about yourself, that I cannot keep total silence towards you.

My consciousness is not of the triumphant kind our generous joy on my behalf leads you to imagine.  Exultation is a dream before achievement, and rarely comes after.  What comes after, is rather the sense that the work has been produced within one, like offspring, developing and growing by some force of which one’s own life has only served as a vehicle, and that what is left of oneself is only a poor husk.

1. Summary:  Read the above excerpt and discuss what the author is writing about and why she is writing the letter.

2. Vocabulary Exercise:  Define the following words and identify their parts of speech.

a. consciousness

b. triumphant

c. behalf

d. exultation

e. offspring

f. husk

3. Writing Activity:  In a short paragraph, discuss the effect of two of the words on you as a reader.  What images are brought to mind?  What other things do you associate with these words?  Why do you think the author chose these words and not one of their synonyms?


