Reading and Analyzing a Poem Step by Step - 8th Grade

(Taken from the Genre-based Syllabus in 8th Grade Guide)

Objectives

Students will:

· paraphrase a poem

· identify the devices in a poem and the structure of a poem

· write coherent paragraphs that analyze individual stanzas of a poem

· share analysis with classmates to form a complete analysis of the poem

Suggested time frame—Allow approximately two class periods for activity then complete a writing assignment for homework.  Allow a partial follow-up period for discussion of writing assignment.

Texts

The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe

English Vertical Teams Guide (The College Board)—if necessary
Assignment

1. Before reading the poem aloud, divide the class into groups that will analyze a set of two consecutive stanzas.  Begin assignments with stanzas 2 and 3, as the first part of the lesson will lead students through stanzas 1.  (There are 18 stanzas.)

2. Read the poem aloud for students.

3. Create a dialectical journal with three columns:  paraphrase, analysis, and literary devices.

4. Lead class through the dialectical journal format for the first two stanzas.  See notes below for process directions.
5. After students feel comfortable with the analysis process, let them begin working on their own stanza pairs.
6. Write theme paragraphs based on just the two assigned stanzas.
7. Share the paraphrases and the theme paragraphs in a kind of “jigsaw” method.  Students will see continuity in diction and grammar study, and can make the conclusion that Poe was very purposeful in his selection of detail.
	
	“The Raven” 

by Edgar Allan Poe
	

	Paraphrase
	Analysis
	Literary devices

	· Put each stanza into your own words.  Be sure to capture what the poet is saying LITERALLY.  You need to understand the poem before you interpret what he MEANS by his words.

· This should be a well-written, comprehensive paragraph that summarizes what the poet has actually communicated to the reader.


	· In this section, analyze the poem through two techniques:  diction and grammar analysis.

· Diction analysis:  Which words stand out?  Why do they stand out?  Do they have a negative or a positive connotation?  What is the effect of the rhyme with the chosen words?

· Grammar analysis:  What part of speech stands out?  What grammatical construction is most visible?  Why do you think Poe has chosen particular ones as his dominant stylistic choice?


	· Note and make comments about the devices Poe uses in your assigned stanzas.

· Remember to look for:  metaphor, simile, personification, repetition, imagery, figurative language, alliteration, onomatopoeia, and other sound devices already studied.

· Describe why you feel Poe used these particular devices.


Stanza 1

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary, 

Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore—  

While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping, 

As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. 

“ `Tis some visiter,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door— 

Only this and nothing more.”

	
	“The Raven” 

by Edgar Allan Poe
	

	Paraphrase
	Analysis
	Literary devices

	The speaker is alone on a dark night, in a dark library, sleepily thinking about an unnamed subject.  He hears something knock on the doo,r and he ignores it and brushes it off as a visitor he is not interested in seeing.


	Diction
Words that stand out:  

· midnight dreary 

· pondered 

· quaint

· forgotten lore

· nearly napping 

· rapping (twice)

· chamber

--These words stand out because of the negative connotation.  They help establish a bleak and sad start to the poem through their depressing tone.

--All of the words that rhyme have the “OR” sound to them and seem quite sad just by themselves.

Grammar

The verbs are noteworthy:

· pondered

· nodded

· napping

· tapping

· rapping (twice)

· muttered

They denote a gentleness of movement and create a kind of serenity in the first stanza

	Repetition:  rapping, rapping.

· Effect?  The effect of the repetition is to call attention to this action.  Chances are, it will pop up again.

Alliteration:  weak and weary

· Effect?  The soft “w” denotes the speaker’s laziness or even nonchalance to the action around him.
Alliteration:  nodded, nearly napping

· Effect?  The repetition of the “n” sound almost lulls the reader to sleep, just as the speaker seemingly craves sleep and solitude.


