Character Analysis – 8th Grade Pre-AP

“Edna’s Ruthie” from The House on Mango Street

Lesson Objectives


The student will:

· identify evidence that supports an assertion about a character

· make an assertion about a character based on evidence

· explore allusions to gain insight into a character

· identify figurative language and explain what it reveals about a character

· make inferences about a character based on details

· quote evidence and page numbers for support

1.  Read the assertion below.  Quote five pieces of evidence from the vignette that

     supports the assertion.  Be sure to include page numbers.


Assertion:
Ruthie is childlike.


Evidence:


Evidence:


Evidence:


Evidence:


Evidence:

2.  Ruthie alludes to Marlon Brando and a sphinx.  What do the allusions suggest about 

     Ruthie?

3.  Read the following pieces of evidence about Edna.  Write an assertion that is  

     supported by the evidence given.


Evidence:  “Every week Edna is screaming at somebody.” (67)


Evidence:  “Once she threw out a pregnant lady just because she owned a duck.” 

      (67)


Evidence:  “I don’t care.  Go if you want to.” (68)


Assertion:

4.  Identify the following comparisons as either a simile or a metaphor.  Then, fill in the 

     blanks to identify the things being compared and explain the effect of the comparison.


____________ a.  “Then we heard someone whistling—beautiful like the 

Emperor’s nightingale—and when we turned around there was Ruthie.”

Comparing Ruthie’s _________________________________ to the sound of ______________________________________________ makes Ruthie seem


________________________________________________________because


______________________________________________________________.


_____________ b.  “she never comes in the stores and if she does she keeps 

           looking around her like a wild animal in a house for the first time.”


Comparing the way Ruthie acts when she _____________________________


to _____________________________________________ makes Ruthie seem


________________________________________________________ because


_______________________________________________________________.


_____________c.  “I don’t care says the screen.”


Comparing Edna to a ___________________________seems to suggest she is


________________________________________________________ because


_______________________________________________________________.

5.  In paragraph eight Esperanza stays she does not understand why Ruthie is living on 

     Mango Street.  What desire of Esperanza’s is illustrated through her discussion of 

     Ruthie?

6.  Suggest two possible reasons for the contradiction in Ruthie’s character.  They must 

     be believable based on details from the vignette.

