US History/English-Research Paper

Theme Adaptation and Internal Documentation

(Taken from the Interdisciplinary Syllabus in 8th Grade Guide)

Objectives

Students will:

· document research using MLA style

· evaluate sources for reliability and credibility

· write a multiple draft research paper

· collect data and organize information from a variety of sources

Suggested time frame—Three days in the library will get students started on the project.  Revisit the library as needed to add additional sources.  The time frame is adjustable, but two to three weeks (maximum) will be ample time to complete this project and submit it for grading.
Texts

My Antonia—Willa Cather

Other documents found during research

Assignment

· This paper will be part literary analysis and part historical research.  You will stick to the realm of United States history (remember as discussed earlier, this can include politics, literature, characters, poets, historical figures, and others not specifically mentioned here, as long as they are a part of the USA) and you will create a paper that analyzes and connects people/events from US history to characters/events from the novel who have “carved out their existence” on a literal or figurative frontier.  What did it take for them to “carve out” this existence?  Were there barriers?  Was it easy?  How can you interpret and re-interpret “carve”?

· So what does that mean?  Let’s look at Antonia.  She and her family have carved out a literal frontier (their new life) for themselves on a literal frontier:  the plains of Nebraska.  So, who else in history comes to mind when you think of Antonia or any of the other Shimerdas?  I am reminded of Antonia’s father who died just barely having experienced a smidgen of freedom and opportunity.  It reminds me of The Hunt for Red October, a great book.  One of the best lines in it is “Your sub captain is going to make it to America all right, Ryan, and he’s going to die within sight of it.”  Isn’t that pretty much what has happened to Mr. Shimerda? 

· So how do you approach this paper?  Make connection between characters and historical people and/orsituations.  Draw parallels in actions and possibly words.  Look for similarities and discuss why one mirrors the MOST IMPORTANTLY:  Why is this a connection worth reading about?  Why do I want to read past the introduction?  There has to be information that whets my appetite to read further.
· You simply need to make a connection.  You can use a figurative or literal frontiers.  A figurative frontier?  Let your mind wander.  FIGURATIVE—something not literal, possibly allegorical, symbolic in nature.  Literal—The West, Figurative—The frontier of Romanic Writings in the United States (It did have a beginning, didn’t it?  That’s all a frontier is:  someone who was first, paved the way, someone who was original)  The possibilities are endless

Requirements

a. This research paper will be a minimum of 3 pages and a maximum of 4, EXCLUDING the works cited page, all in correct MLA format.

b. You will use only books and on-line databases.  No Internet sources may be cited.  Your paper will not be graded if you cite ANYTHING off an Internet Website.

c. Internal documentation:  This demotes the parts of your paper that you paraphrase, quote, or borrow ideas from other sources and then use them in your paper to lend credence to an argument.  You should have at least 2 per page and no more than 3 per page.  Any more than that and your quoting can become excessive.  Do not use this as a guideline for the rest of your research paper writing.  These are simply guidelines as you start learning the research process.

d. You are required to make copies of all the sources you use in your paper and keep track of them while researching and submit them with your final copy.  

e. You will have a Creative Cover sheet with the following information at the bottom of the title page, centered, bold, in 12 point Times New Roman or Arial:

Name

Title of Paper

Teacher’s Name

Class Name

Date submitted

f. Submit in ON OR BEFRORE the due date in a braded, pocketed folder with all copies and research in the back pocket and all rough drafts in the back pocket.  If you compose and revise while on the computer, print out drafts in between or you will not receive a grade for this section.

g. Projects received on ____________________will receive 3 added points to the final project grade.

h. No project will be accepted ______________________ for any reason.

i. Ask questions in class and BEFORE the project is due.  There will be NO EXCUSES for not asking a question. 

