Pre-19th Century Literature

8th Grade Pre-AP
Lesson Objectives


The Student Will:

· Paraphrase complex texts

· Identify sentence type

· Make inferences based on provided information

· Write a persuasive paragraph

Read the excerpt from the Preface to A Dictionary of the English Language by Samuel Johnson.  Answer the questions that follow.

A large work is difficult because it is large, even though all its parts 

might singly be performed with facility; where there are many things to 

be done, each must be allowed its share of time and labor, in the pro-

portion only which it bears to be whole; nor can it be expected that the 

stones which form the dome of a temple should be squared and polished 

like the diamond of a ring.

1. Paraphrase each of the lines below.

A large work is difficult because it is large

__________________________________________________________________

even though all its parts might singly be performed with facility;

__________________________________________________________________

where there are many things to be done,

__________________________________________________________________

each must be allowed its share of time and labor,

__________________________________________________________________

in the proportion only which it bears to the whole;

__________________________________________________________________

nor can it be expected that the stones which form the dome of the temple

__________________________________________________________________

should be squared and polished like the diamond of a ring.

__________________________________________________________________

2. The excerpted paragraph is composed of one sentence.  What type of sentence is it?

3. To what type of “work” is Johnson probably referring in line one?

4. In the Preface to The Dictionary of English Language Johnson apologizes for any mistakes or omissions he may have made.  At one point he writes, “In this work, when it shall be found that much is omitted, let it not be forgotten that much likewise is performed…”  Does Johnson prepare the reader for the apology in the first paragraph?  Write your response in the form of an 8-sentence paragraph.

