8th Grade—Interdisciplinary Syllabus

US History (Beginnings to 1877) and 8th Grade Language Arts

The study of English and Social Studies together is a successful match in any state and in any school district.  English Language Arts teachers reinforce the writing skills social studies students need, and social studies teachers teach and reinforce the critical analysis skills English students need to be able to decipher text, author’s purpose, and rhetoric.  Where better to learn the art of persuasion than from previous statesmen and Presidents.  The syllabus that follows is an ambitious one, but it is one meant to be as inclusive as possible.  Not all texts and documents could be covered each grading period, but the list offers suggestions and guidelines for teaching an interdisciplinary English/Social Studies course.
Year Long Components

1. Journal—Students will keep an historical journal and will assume a different persona each time they write.  They will write about the time period in which their character is active and they will use historically accurate images, people, places and events.  This journal writing will occur at least twice a week, and, if needed, the teacher will give the character selection ahead of time so as to facilitate research to include in the journal.

2. Map Collection—Student s will be required to keep all maps drawn and manipulated throughout each semester in chronological order.  At the end of each of the grading periods, students will write a short essay in which they analyze the development of the maps in relation to a specific strand of social studies:  history, government, science and technology, culture or citizenship.

3. Notebook—Students will organize papers and handouts throughout the year.  The notebook can have as many of the following dividers as needed:  daily work, test, essays, projects, timed writings, vocabulary work, handouts, discussion groups, and notes.

4. Essay Collection—Students will write in different modes each 9 weeks for both history and English, and will end the year with an essay that combines modes and purposes.  Students will revisit the folder for proofreading techniques, for revision process grades, and for ideas for other assignments.

5. Study of Primary and Secondary Sources—All social studies classes thrive on the study of primary and secondary source documents.  All of the documents listed on this syllabus are on the home page of the National Archives and Records Administration < http://www.nara.gov/education/classrm.html>, unless otherwise noted.

Laying the Foundation

Planning the First Six Weeks

The first nine weeks will be an introduction to the beginnings of US history, and students will use introductory English skills to discover meaning through historical primary and secondary texts.  Americans are meeting a challenge as are the Puritans and Pilgrims and students will take their historical knowledge and apply it to their literature studies.  The literature will not be all American texts, but will instead concentrate on connecting themes of literature with themes in history, as there is much to learn from world literature as well.

Skills/Content Chart

	English Language Arts
	US History

	Writing 

· Paraphrase

· Thesis statements

· Multiple revisions

· Analysis, not summary, of literature

· Writing, interpretation, analysis, explanation, reflection, elaboration about facts quotations and evidence.


	History

· North American exploration:  de Vaca, de la Salle, Columbus

· Dutch settlers

· New England colonies, Middle colonies, Southern colonies.

· Georgia—last English colony

· Pilgrims and Puritans

	Literary Analysis

· Symbols

· Diction (denotation and connotation)

· Increasingly complex analogies

· Setting archetype

· Character archetypes add hero archetype


	Geography

· Ancient Indian cultures

· Colonial settlers—Northern versus southern colonies

· Locate colonies:  Massachusetts, Georgia, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Virginia

· Places to locate:  Valley forge, Yorktown, Saratoga, Lexington, Trenton

	Language Analysis and Grammar

· Simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences (independent and dependent clauses; punctuation, esp. semicolon and comma, add colon, exclamation point, dash)

· Loose/periodic sentence

· Cumulative sentence


	Science, technology and society

· Impact of transportation on the urbanization of the US

· Technological advances changing the way goods are manufactured




English Language Arts Texts

Theme:  Meet the Challenge

· Western Wagons, Stephen Vincent Benet

· Revelations, Alvin Ailey

· Up the Slide, Jack London

· Thank You, Ma’am, Langston Hughes

· Historical Novel Work:  Tituba of Salem Village, Ann Petry or Constance: A Story of Early Plymouth, Patricia Clapp
Social Studies

Primary and Secondary Source Documents

(These come from a different web site than above:

<http://personal.pitnet.net/primarysources/>.  Some of the links take you to other sites, all fairly reputable:  The Avalon Project at Yale University, The Library of Congress, PBS national page; some of the links are direct text articles on the site.  If they are direct links on the site, the title alone is listed below.)

· The Journey of Alvar Nuñez Cabeza De Vaca (1542)

· Rare Map Collection - Colonial America
      <http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/colamer.html>

· Charters of all the colonies http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/statech.htm
· John Adams’ Diary, 1756 and 1796 entries

· Special Message on the Burr Conspiracy, Thomas Jefferson, January 22, 1807

Activity Options

1. Examine one of the historical documents using the online Written Document Analysis Worksheet from the National Archives. 

<http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/navy/writanal.html>.

2. Keep a journal that is creative, yet historically accurate and chart the growth of the nation through your own poetry, drawings and letters.

3. Outline the chapters that cover the time period (beginnings to 1850).  Teacher should model and then students extend.

4. Write a descriptive essay about the thematic topic citing at least two pieces of literature and connect them to historical events.

5. Read John and Abigail Adams’ letters to each other.  After reading the letters, divide into two groups, assume the persona of one or the other and correspond silently with each other.

6. Research the historical facts of the Salem Witch trial and create a 10-slide Power Point presentation of the events and outcomes.

7. Research the three different settlements:  New England colonies, Middle colonies, and Southern colonies and create a graphic organizer that shows similarities and differences.

Week 1

· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Class lecture over early explorers:  de Vaca, de la Salle, Columbus, Cortez.  Compare and contrast East/West exploration with North/South exploration.
· Examine one of the historical documents using the online Written Document Analysis Worksheet from the National Archives. 
· <http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/navy/writanal.html>.

· Read poem Thank You, Ma’am and describe how it mirrors the theme.

· Work with two different early colonial maps.

Week 2

· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Keep a journal that is creative, yet historically accurate, and chart the growth of the nation through original poetry, drawings, and letters.
· Outline the chapters that cover the time period (beginnings to 1750).  The teacher can form a skeletal outline for students to flesh out as homework or independent practice.
· Compare and contrast Pilgrims and Puritans with a graphic organizer.
· Divide into 3 colonial groups geographically.  Write a narrative about a fictitious character from a town in on of the states.
· Study the American Indian cultural beginnings.
· Begin a rough draft of a descriptive essay about the unit theme, citing at least two pieces of literature, connecting them to historical events.
Week 3

· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Read John and Abigail Adams’ letters to each other. Divide into two groups, assume the persona of one or the other and correspond silently with each other.  Be sure to discuss all of the following:  historical times, political issues, and personal issues.

· Identify the symbols in selected short stories and compare to images from American Indian lore.

· Identify loose and periodic sentences in selected literature and write original loose and periodic sentences.

· Revise rough draft of essay twice:  one peer edit; one author edit for varied sentence structure.  Make at least 5 to 7 changes to the syntax of the paper.

· Begin historical research for novel.  Locate one primary source document and two secondary source documents dealing with the novel’s themes, characters, or events.

· Notebook check for organization

· Write a topical outline of notes from the week.

Week 4
· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Research the historical facts of the Salem Witch trials, and create a 10-slide Power Point presentation of the events and outcomes.

· Begin novel study.  Demonstrate knowledge of reading through interactive dialectical journals.

· Submit final copy of essay.  Proofread for punctuation.

· Keep a list of unfamiliar vocabulary as the novel progresses

· Draw an original map of the nation in the year 1735.  Refer to primary and secondary sources as needed.

· Create a collage or current events that are similar to the Salem Witch trials

· Write an original poem about one of the themes of the novel

Week 5
· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Research the three different settlements:  New England colonies, Middle colonies, and Southern colonies; create a graphic organizer showing similarities and differences.

· Examine one of the historical documents using the online Written Document Analysis Worksheet from the National Archives. 

     <http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/navy/writanal.html>.

· Notebook check for organization

· Lecture over transportation and urbanization.  Paraphrase and ask three different questions for homework.

· Reading quizzes over novel.

Week 6
· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Study working class in United states in 1750’s

· Write in response to rhetorical elements in literature

· Contrast differences in AP US History questions and AP English language questions.

· Collaborative learning group—standardized testing items.  PSAT analogies and sentence completions.  Try to use historical examples in some analogies

· Conclude novel study.  Objective, essay, or combination test.

Week 7
· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Define and identify types of archetypes.  Connect to historical archetypes:  the valiant general, the weeping mother of a son just off to war.

· Analyze literature in relation to its archetypes

· Compare the diction of John Adams’ diary to Benet’s diction in Western Wagons.

· Using primary source documents create a wall chart of the 13 colonies’ charters.  Include information necessary to distinguish them from each other.

Week 8

· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Outline the chapters that cover the time period (1710-1750).  The teacher can form a skeletal outline for students to flesh out as homework or independent practice.
· Read passages out loud and provide guided, constructive feedback related to author’s purpose and audience
· Evaluate media clips as historically accurate or inaccurate.  Include in the evaluation your outside evidence for you r opinion.
· Imitate a published poet’s writing style in a piece of original historical poetry.
Week 9

· Write a journal entry assuming an historical persona.  Write with authentic historical voice.

· Apply vocabulary from running lists to a philosophical concern facing early Americans

· Find both fiction and non-fiction passages that reflect similar terms.

· Analyze a passage from the novel study this grading period in relationship to the meaning of the work as a whole.

· Write a personal evaluation of nine-weeks’ learning.

· Take nine-weeks’ test

This six-week unit is intended to comprise the first nine weeks of the 8th Grade Interdisciplinary syllabus found later in this volume. 


The second nine weeks will see the development of government structures in America and will watch the maps expand in content as America wins her independence.  America also sees a growth of more distinctively American voices in literature that will affect writers who follow centuries later.

Skills/Content Chart

	English Language Arts
	US History

	Writing 

· Thesis statements

· Content revision

· Multiple revisions

· Topic Sentences/Paragraph Clinchers

· Development of student voice 
	History

· French and Indian War (fight over the control of North America)

· Revolutionary War

· US Independence

· Ratification of the Bill of Rights

	Literary Analysis

· Imagery

· Details

· Annotation of texts (close reading)

· Freytag’s Pyramid (exposition [or initial action], rising action, climax, falling action, denouement [or resolution] 

· Literary terms (figures of speech:  apostrophe, metaphor, synecdoche, metonymy; link sound devices to meaning)
	Geography
· Cities and states continue to form

· Artist of the time:  John James Audubon (1785-1851)

· Places to locate:  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Springfield, Massachusetts; Annapolis, Maryland.

	Language Analysis and Grammar

· Simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences (independent and dependent clauses; punctuation, esp. semicolon and comma, add colon, exclamation point, dash)

· Declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory sentences and their relationship to purpose and rhetorical effect
	Government

· Electoral college

· Separation of Powers

· US government begins to take shape

· Ratification of the Constitution


English Language Arts Texts

Theme:  Justice on the Horizon

· A Retrieved Reformation, O. Henry

· O Captain! My Captain!, Walt Whitman

· Emancipation from Lincoln:  A Photobiography, Russell Freedman

· Brown vs. Board of Education, Walter Dean Meyers

· Historical Novel Work:  Cast Two Shadows: The American Revolution In The South, Rinaldi, Ann or George Midgett’s War, Sally Edwards

Social Studies

Primary and Secondary Source Documents


· The United States Constitution

· Annual Address, President George Washington to Congress, December 3, 1793:

· Senate Draft of an Act to provide a Naval Armament, March 18, 1794

· President John Adams' Message to the United States Senate, May 18, 1798

· Ethan Allen and Captain de la Place. May 1775. The capture of Fort 

     Ticonderoga, New York. 

· Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia, October 19, 1781, by which over 

     7,000 British and Hessians became prisoners. Copy of lithograph by James Baillie, 

     ca. 1845.

· United States v. Thomas Cooper: A Violation of the Sedition Law, April 1800.

Activity Options

1. Analyze the wording in the Constitution.  Keep a list of unfamiliar vocabulary and identify the context in which it was used.

2. Research the literary history of a particular state.  There is a link on National Council teachers of English <http://www.ncteamericancollection.org/> that will aid in research.

3. Choose two historical figures and create a poster that depicts their role in the formation of American ideals.  Be sure to choose two people who are different enough to distinguish their contributions in writing at the end of the project.

4. Draw a picture of Cornwallis’ surrender at Yorktown, Virginia.  View the lithograph from the nara.gov website and compare and contrast your picture with James Baillie’s.

5. Analyze historical poetry and discern the poet’s theme and purpose in writing.

6. Explain how justice relates to the characters in selected short stories.  Make predictions about their behavior if they lived under 21st century code of laws.


The third nine weeks will see an emergence of the American economy and will see the battle for the new country intensify.  As the government begins passing laws and controlling the industrialization and technology of the country, the writers take on a distinctively American voice and begin to stand out on a world stage.

Skills/Content Chart

	English Language Arts
	US History

	Writing 

· By mid-year, experimentation with original forms and structure 

· Modes of discourse:  explanation, analysis, discussion, extension—add others
	History

· Westward expansion

· The War of 1812

· The Battle of New Orleans

· Supreme court justice John Marshall

· Manifest Destiny

	Literary Analysis

· point of view (1st and 3rd; add limited and omniscient)

· theme 

· Irony (situational, dramatic, verbal)

· Satire
	Economics

· Treasury secretary Alexander Hamilton

· The Embargo Act

· The Non-Intercourse Act

· Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations


	Language Analysis and Grammar

· Simple, compound, complex, and Analysis of use of details

· Draw inferences

· Analysis of audience and purpose
· Declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory sentences and their relationship to purpose and rhetorical effect

	Culture

· The Alien Act

· The cotton gin, squatters, and the spoils system

· Horace Mann

· Elizabeth Cady Stanton

· Nat Turner

· Merriweather Lewis (Lewis and Clark)


English Language Arts Texts

Theme:  Promise of a Future

· from Travels with Charley, John Steinbeck

· The New Colossus, Emma Lazarus

· The Man Without a Country, Edward Everett Hale

· The White Umbrella, Gish Jen

· Those Winter Sundays, Robert Hayden
· Historical Novel Work:  The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane, or Across Five Aprils, Irene Hunt

Social Studies

Primary and Secondary Source Documents


· Message of President Thomas Jefferson laying before the Senate the conventions with France for the cession of the province of Louisiana to the United States, October 17, 1803

· President Thomas Jefferson's message to Congress communicating the discoveries of the explorers Lewis and Clark, February 19, 1806
· The Liberator, May 21, 1831, p. 1 Newspaper.  From the Library of Congress website <http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam007.html>.
· Libel of Thomas R. Gedney,  Lieutenant, U.S. Brig Washington, August 29, 1839

· Poster circulated in Philadelphia in 1839 to discourage the coming of the railroad
· John Quincy Adams' request for papers relating to the lower court trials of the Amistad Africans, January 23, 1841

· Opinion of the Supreme Court in United States v. The Amistad, March 9, 1841
Activity Options

1. Write your own letter to the Senate convincing them to make the Louisiana Purchase.

2. Analyze novels through various types of dialectical journals and mind maps.  Choose a literary element, such as syntax, on which to concentrate your study.

3. Create a class “Statue of Liberty” but choose a raw material that must be manipulated to fit your task.  Choose a different color to paint her and write your own version of Emma Lazarus’ poem welcoming incoming 6th or 7th graders to your campus.

4. Create a map of one section of the Lewis and Clark exploration.  Include on your map people, places, geographical findings, animals encountered, and initial impressions of the explorers.

5. Outline the Lewis and Clark exploration in a topical outline.

6. View sections of The Patriot (caution—it is rated R for violence) and compare to sections from The Red Badge of Courage.

7. Research the reasons for the War of 1812 and the success and failure for all parties involved.

8. Research individuals involved in the abolition of slavery and evaluate the usefulness of their role in this endeavor.


As America finally takes shape politically, geographically, governmentally and literarily, we see division and strife.   Just when she seems to be on the right track, she begins to split apart in the Civil War.  As our study eventually covers Reconstruction, we see both poets and statesmen have learned from mistakes and novelists have more multi-cultural, all encompassing view of literature that they share with the United States.

Skills/Content Chart

	English Language Arts
	US History

	Writing 

· Use of evidence, facts, and quotes

· Topic Sentences/Paragraph Clinchers

· Multiple revisions

· Integrate quotations
	History
· The Compromise of 1850

· Jefferson Davis and Stephen Douglas

· Civil War

· Robert E. Lee

· Seward’s Folly

	Literary Analysis

· Foreshadowing

· Flashback

· Allusion (myths/history)

· Tone as determined through imagery, diction, and point of view
	Government

· Emancipation Proclamation

· Harriet Beacher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· Thirteenth Amendment

· Radical Republicans

	Language Analysis and Grammar

· Infinitive phrases and prepositional phrases; verbals

· Persuasion and argument:  argue, request, defend, challenge, qualify)

· Analyze and practice basic rhetorical techniques in short prose passages and in poetry
	Citizenship
· The Gettysburg Address

· Dred Scott case

· The Fourteenth Amendment

· Emancipation Proclamations


English Language Arts Texts

Theme:  Destined for Greatness

· An Episode of War, Stephen Crane

· Davy Crockett’s Dream, Davy Crockett

· The Diary of Anne Frank, Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett

· For My Sister Molly Who in the Fifties, Alice Walker

· Historical Novel Work:  My Antonia, Willa Cather or With Every Drop of Blood, James Collier

Social Studies

Primary and Secondary Source Documents


· Petition from Mrs. Amelia Bloomer of Council Bluffs, Iowa, Regarding Suffrage in the West, 1878 

· Abraham Lincoln, Spot Resolutions, December 22, 1847

· Reynolds Political Map of the United States, designed to exhibit the comparative Area of the free and slave states New York and Chicago, 1856.  Map From the Library of Congress website <http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam007.html>.

· Poster-Colored Men Enlist!  January 31, 1863
· The Cancelled Check and Receipt—Secretary of State William H. Seward arranged for the United States to purchase Alaska from Russia in 1867 for 7.2 million dollars, or 2 cents per acre. Many called this "Seward's Folly" because little was known about Alaska, other than its cold climate.

· Map--Historical Geography, by John F. Smith Chicago, 1888 Map.  Map From the Library of Congress website <http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam007.html>.

Activity Options

1. Keep a journal of intolerances and differences you encounter both in social studies and in literature.  Respond to the injustices in two ways:  once as a 21st century students, the second as that person.

2. Create a graphic organizer of the branches of government and their functions.

3. Research paper:  Using My Antonia, as a basis of research, connect other areas of expansion in US history to the different frontiers in the novel.  There are both literal and figurative frontiers in the novel and literal and figurative frontiers in US history.  Use correct MLA documentation style and make note to include internal documentation where appropriate.

4. Research Alice Walker, Rita Dove, Toni Cade Bambara, and Nikki Giovanni and other female African-American writers.  Read a minimum of 5 poems or three short stories by one author/poet and write an essay in which you evaluate her work in relation to their prejudiced history.

5. Analyze the author’s use of syntax variations in An Episode of War and create a dialectical journal in which you respond to and evaluate the syntactical structures in the short story.

6. Read “Spot Resolutions” document from the National Archives web page and evaluate the source using the online Written Document Analysis Worksheet from the National Archives.  <http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/navy/writanal.html>.






















Brief Overview of Each Nine Weeks





First Nine Weeks:	Beginnings to 1750	Theme:  Meet the Challenge	


Identify author’s purpose in selected readings


Catalog the birth of America through journals


Connect themes in literature to historical events





Second Nine Weeks:	1750-1800		Theme:  Justice on the Horizon	


Recount the literary history of a particular state 


Describe the formation of different components of government


Study persuasive writings of former Presidents





Third Nine Weeks: 	1800-1850		Theme:  Promise of a Future


Identify and analyze author’s syntax


Understand the contribution of the individual to the America’s freedom


Write essays that include analysis of rhetorical devices and historical facts





Fourth Nine Weeks:	1845-1877    		Theme:  Destined for Greatness


Analyze poetry and create original poetry


Compare and contrast the roles of the different branches of the government


Write about different intolerances and discriminations facing Americans during this time period 








Fourth Nine Weeks:	1845-1877    		Theme:  Destined for Greatness


Analyze poetry and create original poetry


Compare and contrast the roles of the different branches of the government


Write about different intolerances and discriminations facing Americans during this time period 
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Catalog the birth of America through journals


Connect themes in literature to historical events








Second Nine Weeks:	1750-1800		Theme:  Justice on the Horizon


Recount the literary history of a particular state


Describe the formation of different components of government


Study persuasive writings of former Presidents








Third Nine Weeks: 	1800-1850		Theme:  Promise of a Future


Identify and analyze author’s syntax


Understand the contribution of the individual to the America’s freedom


Write essays that include analysis of rhetorical devices and historical facts
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