Lesson Plan:

Personal Archetypes Project

(Thinking & Writing)
--Karen Werkenthin  

Level:  any

Time:  3-5 days; up to 2 weeks if making the literature connection

NOTE:  This lesson comes from the following resource:

Claggett, Fran.  Drawing Your Own Conclusions:  Graphic Strategies for


Reading, Writing, and Thinking.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann, 1992.

Objectives:

Students will

1. Draw upon multiple ways of learning.

2. Select metaphors for themselves.

3. Recognize dualities found in themselves and the world.

4. Choose specific attributes for each metaphor.

5. Build their vocabulary.

6. Integrate their metaphors into a design.

7. Develop and expand their control of language as they create a poem based on their work.

Resources:

1. Large white or manila paper or construction paper (12” x 18”)

2. Colored pencils, crayolas, watercolors, watercolor pencils, markers, etc.

3. Large and small plates or bowls for use as templates for drawing circles

Activities:

Students will

1. Brainstorm as many examples of the following as time allows:  animals, plants, colors, shapes, numbers, gems/minerals, natural elements (any form of fire, air, earth, water).

2. Answer quickly without discussion each of the following questions, listening carefully to the wording of the question:

a.  What animal are you most like?

b.    What plant are you most like?
c. What color are you most like?
d.  What shape are you most like?
e. What number are you most like?
f. What gem or mineral are you most like?
g. What natural element are you most like?
Their answers to the seven questions are called sun images.

3. Write a sentence for each of  their “sun” images, making sure they observe and model the syntactical pattern:  “I am like the ____ (insert image 7 different times) because, like the ____ (insert the image),  I____________________________________.”

4. Create a 4-columned chart without labeling the columns until each column is finished:

	Most Like:  List your “sun images.”
	Adjective(s) Describing Image in Column 1:
	Antonym(s) of word(s) in Column 2:
	Most Like Column 3:  These are your “shadow images.”

	animal
	
	
	animal

	plant
	
	
	plant

	color
	
	
	color

	shape
	
	
	shape

	number
	
	
	number

	gem/mineral
	
	
	gem/mineral

	natural element
	
	
	natural element


5. Write sentences for each of their “shadow” images, using the following pattern:

“Inwardly, I am like a _______ because ________________________”

6. Draw a mandala:  “Within the framework of a circle, using color and shape, but no words, draw or symbolize all of your sun images and all of your shadow images.  Arrange them in any way that you like.  You may want to consider how you place things in relation to each other or you may want to consider only the way the colors and shapes look together” (17).

7. Frame the mandala with two sentences:  “Write a single sentence using all of your sun signs.  See how you can weave all of these images together in one sentence.  Then weave your seven shadow signs into a sentence.  Write both of these sentences around the outside of your mandala” (17).

8. Write the 14 sun/shadow explanatory sentences along the sides of the mandala.

9. Write a poem stemming from their mandala work.

10. Making the Connection to Literature:  Students do the chart for a literary character, create the mandala, and write the poem for the character.  Older students or more advanced classes may write an essay about the character drawing upon work done for the character’s mandala.

Rubric:

(This rubric is a variation on the above steps.  The students created a personal mandala and then wrote their poem or essay about a literary character after creating the chart for the character and writing the sentences.)

ARCHETYPES PROJECT

I.  Personal Mandala--50 points--

45 - 50 points =  These mandala projects include a circle which incorporates all  sun/shadow objects in a pleasing, artistic, colorful design.  Bordering the circle are the two sentences which include all sun/shadow images.  On the rest of the page are the 14 explanatory sentences and the artist’s/author’s name.  There are no errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar (or only minor errors that do not distract).  YOUR SENTENCES MUST FOLLOW THE EXACT SYNTAX OF THE MODEL SENTENCES.

40 - 44 points =  These mandala projects also include all the required elements, but are not as sophisticated or do not reflect as much care and concern as the above projects.  There may be a few errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, syntax.

35 - 39 points =  These projects lack some elements and/or are done in a merely perfunctory way to fulfill the assignment.  There may be several errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, syntax.

30 - 34 points =  These projects reflect shoddy, careless work and/or are incomplete.  There may be numerous errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, syntax.

II.  Literary Character Prewriting--Submit the chart and all 14 explanatory sentences for your literary character plus the 2 sentences incorporating all 7 of the sun/shadow images.  Up to 10 points.

III.  Literary Character Writing--You may choose either to write a poem similar to that outlined below OR write an essay of 350-450 words.  Either writing assignment must convey your understanding of the character in the literary work on a literal, psychological, and metaphorical level.  Poems will be graded as delineated below; essays will follow the “usual” rubric for prose writing assignments.  Up to 40 points.

Poems--

36 - 40 points =  These poems are sophisticated, thoughtful creations reflecting understanding of metaphors/archetypes and the “prewriting” work on imagery.  They meet all the following requirements, but go far beyond mere adherence to instruction:  they SPARKLE; they SING.

1. 20 lines minimum

2. Diction is appropriate--no RHYME.  (Rhyme becomes an end in itself, taking the focus off the subjects and often becoming singsongy, childish, distracting when forced.  Concentrate on IMAGERY and METAPHORICAL language.)  <Note to teachers:  Please allow students to use rhyme if you would like.  Younger students enjoy using it; older ones tend to overdo it.>

3. Syntax (word order, arrangement) is natural and effective--no forced rhythms.

4. Concrete imagery abounds--every line contains strong nouns, vivid verbs, and/or concrete imagery--something which appeals to one of the senses.

5. Poetic devices appear, but are not overused--repetition, figures of speech (simile, metaphor, personification), sound devices (alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia).

6. Line lengths and stanzas appropriately reflect the subject/mood--remember, the longer the line, the greater the emotion/the shorter the line, the greater the drama.  Also, stanza breaks (or no stanza breaks) are important.

7. The TITLE is descriptive, suspenseful, or labeling.  (Points deducted for no title.)

8. There is a theme--or at least a point even if it’s just to convey a feeling.  The poem feels complete/satisfying at the end.

The poem is mechanically sound--while a poet can experiment with punctuation at the ends of lines, there should be no spelling, grammar, or uncontrolled punctuation errors such as MISUSE of the SEMICOLON or apostrophe.

32 - 35 points =  These poems meet the requirements, but do not offer as much concreteness or figurative language.  They may not be as sophisticated or as thoughtful and may contain a few errors in mechanics.

28 - 31 points =  These poems do not meet all the requirements.  They are pedestrian in their approach to poetry and may contain several errors in mechanics.

24 - 27 points =  These poems reflect little effort to write a poem and contain many errors in mechanics.

