
Charting the Direction of a Poem

Eighth Grade

Objectives


· Students will examine the structure and meaning of a poem

· Students will identify literary elements in poetry

· Students will analyze audience and purpose of a poem

Suggested time frame—This assignment can take two class days with other activities interspersed.

Assignment

Many times, we expect our students to be able to analyze poetry since they have come up through a vertical team.  What we need to be doing is fostering a love or even just a like of poetry with these students.  Poetry doesn’t have to “mean” something all the time,  and working up your own definition of poetry can be more helpful in understanding the craft.

Sometimes it helps to chart the direction of a poem:

	Thematic  Features
	Notes 

	
	

	Descriptive
	

	List the poem’s qualities that
	

	concentrate on description
	

	rather than storytelling.
	

	
	

	Emotive
	

	List the poem’s qualities that
	

	use words that encourage
	

	ardent, fervent reactions.
	

	
	

	Humorous
	

	List the poem’s qualities that
	

	are amusing and fun to read.
	

	
	

	Narrative
	

	List the poem’s qualities 
	

	that  tell a story of some kind.
	

	
	

	Serious
	

	List the parts of the poem that
	

	deal with subjects in an
	

	earnest, thoughtful way.
	


After filling in the blanks, what is your overall feel of the poem?  Are there thematic features that are mixed within your poem you are studying?  Is any poem really wholly one mode?  Which feature dominates the poem and why do you think the poet has chosen to do this?

	Stylistic/Language Features
	

	“Literary” Language
	

	List the complex, flowery, literary type language and try to identify the constructions
	

	Plain Language
	

	List the most understandable parts of the poem and their effects.
	

	Pleasant Sounding
	

	List the sounds that appeal to
	

	you and identify them with
	

	poetic terms you know or that
	

	you have just been taught.
	

	
	

	Visually Interesting
	

	Describe the layout of the 
	

	poem, the stanzas and the 
	

	line length, and describe the 
	

	feel the form gives the reader.
	

	
	


After completing the chart, what kind of tone comes to mind?  Choose two of the elements above and describe why you believe the poet relied on these key elements to convey the ideas in his poem.

 VOICE
Now that you have taken a denotative and a connotative look at a poem, let’s look at the one doing the talking:  poet or persona?  Voice can describe two different things:  the speaker as well as the poet.  Some help in diagnosing the two as separate entities can sometimes help distinguish the two voices.  Use the adjectives here only as guides, and feel free to add your own.

You can use the following chart when diagnosing other poems as well.  Simply insert different names in the blanks.

Was the poet’s voice:


Aggressive

Loud






Soft


Fast






Determined

Relaxed






Slow


Accented






Male


Female






Exaggerated

Stereotyped






Innocent

Jaded






Pleasant

Grating






Amusing

Angry






Hostile


Calm






Frantic


Methodical

Choose two or three and defend your choices using lines from the text.  Do not simply list the line, list the line then explain your choice.  Be sure to use your own words in your explanation, not just words from the poem.

Was the persona’s  voice:

Aggressive

Loud






Soft


Fast






Determined

Relaxed







Slow


Accented






Male


Female






Exaggerated

Stereotyped






Innocent

Jaded






Pleasant

Grating






Hostile


Calm






Frantic


Methodical

Choose two or three and defend your choices using lines from the text.  Do not simply list the line, list the line then explain your choice.  Be sure to use your own words in your explanation, not just words from the poem.


