Pre-AP 8th Grade Lesson

Sentence Composing for High School, Don Killgallon.

Lesson Objectives:

1. The student will identify and correctly use the following grammatical constructions in sentences from literature:

· participial phrases

· stand-alone participles

· subject/verb agreement

2. The student will unscramble the sentences taken from the novel The Giver by Lois Lowry.  

3. The student will connect ideas between sentences and extend ideas beyond the four sentences provided.

4. The students will use this exercise as a pre-reading tool for introduction to the novel.

Resources Needed:

The Giver, Lois Lowry
Sentence Composing for High School, Don Killgallon

Suggested Timeline

· One class day—(45-50 minutes)—Teach the concepts and practice with Killgallon book.

· Two class days—(90 minutes total)—Unscramble sentences from The Giver, (this assignment) and follow-up with discussion and writing topics.

Description of Assignment  

· The student will first study participial phrases from the Sentence Composing for High School book by Don Killgallon.  Take students through several of the sentence-composing techniques:

· sentence unscrambling
· sentence imitating
· sentence combining
· sentence expanding
and concentrate on noting the subject and verb in each of the unscrambled sentences.  This will reinforce the variety and placement of the participial phrases and will help with the unscrambling.  Teachers may wish to identify the subject and the verb to help students understand the structure of the sentence.

· The student will unscramble the four sentences that follow from The Giver and will identify the participial phrases in each. 

· Through a variety of writing and discussion activities, the student will identify other participles and discuss how these grammatical structures relate to the meaning of the sentence and to the meaning of the novel through a variety of writing and discussion activities.

Student Handout

Directions:  The four sentences that follow need to be Unscrambled.  They are 

separated into grammatical parts, and you need to put them in an order that will make a 

complete, logical sentence.  All four contain participial phrases. Identify the participial 

phrases as you unscramble by highlighting them and adding punctuation so that the 

sentence makes sense.

1.


a. the sleek jet




e. he had seen

b. and a second later 



f. that followed

c. squinting toward the sky 


g. heard the blast of sound

d. almost a blur at its high speed 

h. go past

2. (The dashes here are as Lowry used them.  They have been included to show varieties in syntax and punctuation.)

a. looking around anxiously 


f. had seen others

b. and wait 




g. stop what they were doing

c. —adults as well as children— 

h. of the frightening event

d. for an explanation 



i. confused

e. Jonas

a. at that time of day
e. none of the busy afternoon crew:

b. looking through the front window 
   Street Cleaners

c. he had seen no people


f.  who usually populated

d. the community
g. Landscape Workers, and Food   

    Delivery people

a. and the voice 



e. and made a wrong turn

b. that a Pilot-in-Training 


f. within minutes the speakers

c. had misread his navigational instructions 
g. had crackled again

d. reassuring now and less urgent 

h. had explained

After unscrambling the above sentences, identify the subject and the verb as well.  Look at the different positions of subjects and verbs.  How does changing the placement of the subject and verb affect the sentence?

Solutions

1. Squinting toward the sky, he had seen the sleek jet, almost a blur at its high speed, go past, and a second later heard the blast of sound that followed.

Additional Participles:
followed 

Subject:  
he

Verb:

had seen, heard (Compound Verb)

2. Jonas, looking around anxiously, had seen others—adults as well as children—stop what they were doing and wait, confused, for an explanation of the frightening event.

Additional Participles:
confused, frightening

Subject:
Jonas

Verb:

had seen

3. Looking through the front window, he had seen no people: none of the busy afternoon crew of Street Cleaners, Landscape Workers, and Food Delivery people who usually populated the community at that time of day.

Additional Participles:
populated

Subject:
He

Verb:

had seen

4. Within minutes the speakers had crackled again, and the voice, reassuring now and less urgent, had explained that a Pilot-in-Training had misread his navigational instructions and made a wrong turn.

Subject:
speakers

Verb:

had crackled

Lead students through a discussion of the verbals in these sentences.  The plentiful verbs and participial phrases signal to a reader that the action of the novel will become an important factor in understanding the novel.  The action of the Ceremony of Twelve shapes the community and, almost methodically, Jonas’ parents start to ignore his more grow up actions.  Jonas hides many of his adult activities from his parents and later from The Giver, and finally, takes matters into his own hands.

Writing Activities

1. The four sentences above are all from the opening chapter of The Giver, a novel we are about to read, but there are gaps of information left out between each of the sentences.  Using these sentences as a guide, fill in the blanks of information you think you will see.  Use inferences from the other sentences to help you form your own ideas.  Use participial phrases in your sentences as well.  (Handout 2—Complete the narrative)

Handout 2—Complete the Narrative

Squinting toward the sky, he had seen the sleek jet, almost a blur at its high speed, go past, and a second later heard the blast of sound that followed. 

Jonas, looking around anxiously, had seen others—adults as well as children—stop what they were doing and wait, confused, for an explanation of the frightening event. ______

Looking through the front window, he had seen no people: none of the busy afternoon crew of Street Cleaners, Landscape Workers, and Food Delivery people who usually populated the community at that time of day.  _________________________________

Within minutes the speakers had crackled again, and the voice, reassuring now and less urgent, had explained that a Pilot-in-Training had misread his navigational instructions and made a wrong turn.

2. The four sentences above are all from the opening chapter of The Giver, a novel we are about to read.  What kind a setting do you expect from the description above?  What is the main action of these sentences?  What kind of mood do you get from these sentences and why? What will the story line of this novel include?  Make a written prediction based on just the above four sentences.

3. List all of the verbs from the 4 unscrambled sentences above.

Squinting toward the sky, he had seen the sleek jet, almost a blur at its high speed, go past, and a second later heard the blast of sound that followed. Jonas, looking around anxiously, had seen others—adults as well as children—stop what they were doing and wait, confused, for an explanation of the frightening event. Looking through the front window, he had seen no people: none of the busy afternoon crew of Street Cleaners, Landscape Workers, and Food Delivery people who usually populated the community at that time of day. Within minutes the speakers had crackled again, and the voice, reassuring now and less urgent, had explained that a Pilot-in-Training had misread his navigational instructions and made a wrong turn.

Discussion topic:
The majority of the verbs are in past perfect tense which means that the action (bolded and underlined) is happening before a specific time in the past.  True to the setting of the novel, there does not seem to be a definite time or even a definite place.  Why is the author vague about the setting through his use of past perfect verbs?  Why does the sense of sight, indicated by all the see verbs, dominate the opening lines of this novel?  Could it be that the main character will need to see past facades to understand the real meaning of his existence?  Could it be that someone possesses a kind of “inner sight” that plays into the themes of the novel?  Are the characters allowed to see what is around them or do forces throughout the novel blind them?  Does anyone actually see the truth in the novel?

