Philosophy/Philosopher Cards 8th Grade
(Based on 8th Grade Philosophical Syllabus)

Objectives

The student will:

· paraphrase information from secondary sources

· record and apply information gathered during research

· compile a works cited page of different entries in correct MLA format

· apply philosophy to other genres studied

Suggested time frame—Allow approximately one class period for activity and complete the writing assignment for homework.  Allow a partial follow-up period for discussion of paragraphs.

Texts

Major Schools/Works of Philosophy  (http://www.philosophypages.com )

Encyclopedia Britannica

Reference section of library

Assignment

1. The history of philosophy is comprised of different types of texts that form the basis of much of the belief systems throughout the world. You will use the information gathered in the project and apply it to all genres: novel, poetry, non-fiction, short fiction, throughout the year.  You will complete two different types of cards for this project: Philosopher and Philosophy cards.

2. Students will create cards that explain different philosophers and philosophies and apply them to other literature studied. 

3. For each of the philosophies listed below:

· Natural Philosophers

· Existentialism

· Stoicism

· Cynicism

· Mysticism

· Marxism

· Confucianism

· Monotheism

· Polytheism

· Darwinism

· And any others you find while researching the philosophers.

Complete a 4 x 6 index card with the following information.

Example


Example


4. For each of the philosophers listed below:

· Anselm of Canterbury 

· Thomas Aquinas 

· Aristotle 

· Augustine 

· J. L. Austin 

· Pierre Bayle 

· Gustav Bergmann 

· George Berkeley 

· René Descartes 

· John Dewey 

· Epictetus 

· Epicurus 

· Georg W. F. Hegel 

·  Martin Heidegger 

· Thomas Hobbes 

· David Hume 

· William James 

· Immanuel Kant 

· Søren Kierkegaard 

· Gottfried W. Leibniz 

· John Locke 

· Niccolo Machiavelli 

· Catharine MacKinnon 

· Karl Marx 

· John Stuart Mill 

· G. E. Moore 

· Friedrich Nietzsche 

· Charles Sanders Peirce 

· Plato 

· W. V. O. Quine 

· Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

· Bertrand Russell 

· Gilbert Ryle 

· Jean-Paul Sartre 

· Socrates 

· Baruch Spinoza 

· Ludwig Wittgenstein 

· Mary Wollstonecraft

Complete a 4 x 6 index card with the following information.

Example
Example


5. Complete a bibliography of all sources used and submit with the final project.  All entries should be in MLA format.  

6. All cards should be kept on a metal ring and may be used throughout the year on timed writings and other literature activities.

Name of Philosophy:





Philosophers associated with the movement:





Basic Beliefs:








Name of Philosophy:  The Natural Philosophers





Philosophers associated with the movement:  Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes, Parmenides, Heracletus, Socrates, Aristotle.





Basic Beliefs: Earth, air and fire are necessary for creation.  The underlying substance is source of all natural change.





Connection to Literature: The natural philosophers are similar to poets like Robert Frost and Anne Bradstreet.  Both use the fundamentals of nature in their poetry.





(Some of the above information extracted form Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder.)








Philosopher’s Name and dates :





Philosophy:





Philosophers question:





Extension:





Philosopher’s Name and dates :  Socrates (470-399 b.c.)





Philosophy:  Natural Philosophers





Philosophers question:  What is man’s place in society? 





Extension:  (Apply this philosophy to a character or persona from any literature studied in English classes or another piece of quality literature approved by the instructor)  Jay Gatsby searches for his place in society and muses the entire novel about where he belongs, as does the narrator, Nick Carraway.  Anne Frank worries about her place in society and how Hitler has jeopardized it.











