Student Evaluation of Poetry

Eighth Grade

Objectives

· Students will make predictions based on critical interpretations.

· Students will identify theme, language, and structure of a poem.

· Students will make stylistic choices based on an author’s style.

· Students will paraphrase poetry and recreate poetry in an original artistic rendering.

Suggested time frame—Allow approximately one class period for activity and complete the writing assignment for homework.  Allow a partial follow-up period for discussion of paragraphs.

Assignment

1. Read the following poem by Margaret Atwood.  You will notice something different because one stanza has three options.  Only one of the options is correct.  Your job is to decide which stanza fits, and back up your choices with evidence from the rest of the poem.

2. As you read the poem, mark the literary devices you notice, and paraphrase the poem as you read along if you need to.

You Begin

by Margaret Atwood

You begin this way:

this is your hand, 

this is your eye,

that is a fish, blue and flat

on the paper, almost

the shape of an eye.

This is your mouth, this is an O

 or a moon, whichever 

you like.  This is yellow.

Outside the window

is the rain, green

because it is summer, and beyond that

the trees and then the world,

which is round and has only

the colors of these nine crayons.

1. This will be your life

which is fuller and more difficult than I have said.

You are right to turn away, 

turn your head askew from the red anger

to look back at the yellow and green

of your youth.

2. Openness may be your downfall

for life

is fuller and more difficult than I have said.

And you have much to give, 

small one, red heart

of large ideas.  Make your world

rich with many  colors.

3. This is the world, which is fuller

and more difficult to learn than I have said.

You are right to smudge it that way

with the red and then

the orange:  the world burns.

Once you have learned these words

you will learn that there are more

words than you can ever learn.

The word hand floats over your hand

like a small cloud over a lake.

The word hand anchors

your hand to this table,

your hand is a small stone

I hold between two words

This is your hand, these are my hands, this is the world,

which is round but not flat and has more colors

than we can see.

It begins, it has an end,

this is what you will

come back to, this is your hand.

3.  Now, before you decide which stanza fits, do an analysis of each stanza.  Let’s do stanza one together. (Answers follow)

· Form and Language—In this step try to list your observations and try NOT to comment on them.

· Main Idea/Statement—Write one complete sentence about the main idea of the stanza only.
· Notes—This step will take your further past observation into interpretation and implications of words and constructions.

4.  First Stanza Analysis of You Begin by Margaret Atwood

· Form and Language—In this step try to list your observations and try NOT to comment on them.


Free verse—Lecture-Speaker/Student; Parent/Child—Color imagery—Simplistic 
words/childhood images—Commands (imperative sentences)—Conversational, 
short, choppy lines

· Main Idea/Statement—Write one complete sentence about the main idea of the stanza only.


Speaker is talking to a child, he/she and wants to explain something to him/her.
· Notes—This step will take your further past observation into interpretation and implications of words and constructions.


Almost a Dr Seuss-ian reference (blue fish)—Images have a start and an end (like 
life?)  Fish, circle, mouth, hand—Colors start with blue then go to yellow.  Two 
primary colors?  

5.
Complete an analysis of each of the remaining stanzas.  Through your analysis, 


make a choice as to which stanza fits and defend your choice citing examples 
from the rest of the poem.

6.
Stanza 3 actual stanza Atwood wrote:


This is the world, which is fuller


and more difficult to learn than I have said.


You are right to smudge it that way


with the red and then


the orange:  the world burns.

7.
In a well-developed paragraph, explain your ideas relating to the theme of the 
poem and explain how you recognized the theme by pointing to several concrete 
elements from the poem.

