8th Grade—Sub-Genre Syllabus

Detective/Mystery/Study of the Unknown


1st 6 Weeks—Search for Truths


Texts

· Short Story:  Jimmy Hayes and Muriel—O. Henry

· Short Story:  Where Have You Gone, Charming Billy—Tim O’Brien

· Poem:  Paul Revere’s Ride—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

· Poem:  The Raven—Edgar Allan Poe

· Novel:  That Was Then, This is Now—S. E. Hinton

Skills


Year-Long Components

1. Genre Log—Students will keep a log of genre elements related to the mystery/detective story and will record major pieces read.  They will analyze the function of the genre elements in relation to the work as a whole.  Students will also keep a log of other genre elements:  novel elements, poetry elements, short fiction elements.  These logs will help students identify distinctive elements of each genre they encounter in their studies.

2. Notebook-- Students will organize papers and handouts throughout the year.  The notebook can have as many of the following dividers as needed:  daily work, test, essays, projects, timed writings, vocabulary work, handouts, discussion groups, and notes.

3. Essay Collection—Students will write in different modes each six weeks, and will finish the year with an essay combining multiple modes.  Students will revisit the folder for proofreading techniques, for revision process grades, and for ideas for other assignments.


Week 1

· Class lecture over sentence styles.  Practice identifying sentence styles in various pieces of literature.

· Class lecture over detective/mystery genre.  Read “Jimmy Hayes and Muriel” by O. Henry to use as a basis for genre elements.

· Throughout reading selections, identify characters as flat, round, static, and/or dynamic.  Keep a dialectical journal of the characters for stories read, and make notes about patterns.

· Examine the critical attributes of a descriptive essay.  Compare critical attributes to some of the stories studied.  Begin brainstorming ideas for a mysteriously descriptive essay.

Week 2

· Create a fictional narrative following O. Henry’s style, including some of the mystery/detective elements already identified in earlier lectures.

· Extend mystery/detective elements to poetry in reading “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere.”  Complete a read aloud of one or more stanzas for a grade.

· Poetry:  If someone famous from modern times were to take a midnight ride, who would it be and why would they be taking it?  Create a poem in the style of Longfellow’s that mirrors his ride in modern times.

· Begin rough draft of descriptive/mystery essay.  This essay can take the fictional or nonfiction mode.  Make note to include quotations and vocabulary from other mystery pieces studied.

Week 3

· Read “The Raven” and make note of genre elements.  Discuss the use of repetition and the effect it has on the reader.  Choose two or three words that are pivotal to understanding the poem.  Write a paragraph explaining the poet’s use of those words and offer alternatives for those words.  What would the poem be like without the pivotal words?

· Complete a dialectic journal over “The Raven” with three columns:  paraphrase, analysis, and function of literary devices.  Complete these dialectical journal entries for each stanza of the poem.

· Complete a “global response” over the rough draft of the essays.  Each student should complete at least two to three global responses in a class period.  Revise essays with regards to “global responses,” and submit final copy for grading.  

· Review definitions of symbol and archetype.  Begin applying both definitions to pieces studied.

Week 4

· Review essays with teacher’s marks and learn from the mistakes corrected.  (It is a good idea to make a list of common mistakes for students, so they can see the pattern of mistakes.  Many of the young writers in class make the same mistakes; if they see the same mistake in others’ papers, they can see the patterns of mistakes and learn to correct them.)
· Create a character lifeline, plotting events using cumulative sentences and strong verbs.

· Begin novel study:  study characters and basic plot structure (Refer to Freytag’s Pyramid in Literary Terms section).  Review mystery/detective elements and apply to novel.  

· Map character development of Mark and Bryon throughout the novel.  Note the times when they switch between static and dynamic character traits.  Write a short paragraph explaining how characters can have both static and dynamic qualities within the scope of the novel.

· Keep a dialectic journal that lists an adjective describing Mark and then a different adjective describing Bryon.  Record a new entry for each chapter.  At the end of the novel, go back and look at the list of adjectives for one of the characters, and write an essay about the development of that character.

Week 5

· Continue novel study.  Discuss archetypes and relate to the novel.  Complete a writing activity in which the reader identifies one of the archetypes studied and connects that archetype to a character studied in previous years.

· Define and identify participial phrases and gerunds.  Write sentences about the “mystery” elements studied this six weeks using these grammatical structures.

· Analyze the archetypal setting in any of the works studied.

· Review essay and complete an evaluation of performance over the essay.  Make notes about places to improve writing habits.  Make a list of strategies to use for the next essay assignment.

Week 6

· Complete novel study with objective test.  Include personal response to the novel.

· Read and analyze “Where Have You Gone, Charming Billy.” 

· Compare and contrast two characters from Tim O’Brien’s short story.  Both are soldiers searching for the truth of their presence in war.

· Billy Boy Watkins was scared to death of death.  Write a poem that describes one of your greatest fears without mentioning the actual fear.

Literary Analysis


Symbols


Increasingly complex analogies


Setting archetype


Character archetypes add hero archetype





Language Analysis and Grammar


Loose/periodic sentence


Cumulative sentence





Writing 


Paraphrase


Analysis, not summary, of literature


Writing, interpretation, analysis, explanation, reflection, elaboration about facts quotations and evidence.















































Brief Overview of Each Six Weeks





1st 6 Weeks—Search for Truths


Study genre indicators and novel elements


Write and edit a descriptive essay


Identify sentence styles and discuss author’s choice of certain styles





2nd 6 Weeks—The Intricacies of Mystery


Analyze language and structure of a work


Edit multiple drafts for clearer revision


Analyze the structure of fiction





3rd 6 Weeks—Eerie Feeling in the Air


Identify science fiction elements


Draw inferences among multiple genres





4th 6 Weeks—Clandestine Meetings and Clouded Judgment


Introduce new grammar structures in writing


Identify foreshadowing and flashback in different genres


Read passages multiple times for different purposes





5th 6 Weeks—Secrets from the Past


Connect ancient text to modern texts


Identify historical themes in works


Identify rhetorical devices and their function in a piece of literature





6th 6 Weeks—Understanding Others’ Secrets


Review and manipulate sentence styles


Identify the author’s use of advanced literary terms


Develop personal voice through stylistic choices in writing








