Pre-19th Century Nonfiction – Close Reading Lesson

8th Grade Pre-AP
Lesson Objectives


The student will:

· Read complex texts and make inferences based on details

· Paraphrase/explain lines of text

· Use personal examples to learn vocabulary

· Identify comparisons and justify their effectiveness

· Imitate sentence patterns

Read the following excerpt from the essay “Of Negotiation” by Frances Bacon.  Answer the questions that follow.

It is generally better to deal by speech than by letter, and by the 

mediation of third than by a man’s self.  Letters are good when a man 

would draw an answer by letter back again, or when it may serve for a 

man’s justification afterwards to produce his own letter, or where it may 

(5)
be danger to be interrupted or heard by pieces.  To deal in person is good 

when a man’s face breedeth regard, as commonly with inferiors, or in 

tender cases, where a man’s eye upon the countenance of him with whom 

he speaketh may give him a direction how far to go; and generally, 

where a man will reserve to himself liberty either to disavow or to 

(10)
expound.

1. a. Define the word negotiating.

b. What is a situation that might require negotiation?

c.  What word in the first sentence is a synonym for negotiate?

2. Based on the first sentence, which method of negotiation would Bacon favor?

a. by letter – from one party to the other

b. by speech – from one party to the other

c. by speech – from a third party

3. In what three instances does he recommend using a letter?

4. Paraphrase or explain the following lines.

a. “when a man’s face breedeth regard” (line 6)

b. “where a man’s eye upon the countenance of him with whom he speaketh may give him a direction how far to go.” (lines 7-8)

c. “liberty either to disavow or to expound” (lines 9-10)

5. What is something you would disavow?

      6.  Write an original sentence using sentence two as a model.  Begin your sentence 

with, “__________________ is/are good when…”
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Read the following excerpt from Sir Richard Steele’s essay “The Gentleman; The Pretty Fellow”, published in The Tatler on May 28, 1709.  Answer the questions that follow.



     I shall begin with him we usually call a Gentleman, or man of 

conversation.

      It is generally thought that warmth of imagination, quick relish of 

pleasure, and a manner of becoming it, are the most essential qualities 

(5)
for forming this sort of man.  But anyone that is much in company will 

observe that the height of good breeding is shown rather in never giving 

offense, than in doing obliging things.  Thus, he that never shocks you, 

though he is seldom entertaining, is more likely to deep your favor than 

he who often entertains, and sometimes displeases you.  The most nec-

(10)
essary talent therefore in a man of conversation, which is what we ordi-

narily intend by a fine gentleman, is a good judgment.  He that has this 

in perfection is master of his companion, without letting him see it; and 

has the same advantage over men of any other qualifications whatsoever, 

as one that can see would have over a blind man of ten times his strength.

1. According to Steele, what is the most important quality for a gentleman?

2. Explain the following lines.

a. “the height of good breeding” (line 6)

b. “He that has this in perfection is master of his companion.” (lines 11-12)

3. a. Quote the simile that appears in the excerpt.

b. What two things are being compared?

c. Is this an effective comparison?  Justify your answer.

4. What is the antecedent for “his” in line 14?

