Understanding Shakespeare – 8th Grade Pre-AP

“Winter” or “When Icicles Hang by the Wall”

from “Love’s Labor’s Lost”

by William Shakespeare

Lesson Objectives


The student will:

· paraphrase for understanding

· examine diction for multiple meanings

· recognize and explain the use of verbal irony

· link images to attitude

· recognize how the use of images and details make for better descriptive writing

· write a descriptive paragraph

· recognize and analyze elements of poetry (rhyme, slant rhyme scheme, refrain)

· analyze how sentence structure contributes to meaning 

Read the poem/song below and paraphrase it line by line.  Answer the questions that follow.

           Poem
Paraphrase

    When icicles hang by the wall,

    And Dick the shepherd blows his nail,

    And Tom bears logs into the hall,

    And milk comes frozen home in pail,

5   When blood is nipped, and ways be foul,

    Then nightly sings the staring owl,

    “Tu-whit, tu-who!”


A merry note,


While greasy Joan doth keel* the pot.

10 When all aloud the wind doth blow,

    And coughing drowns the parson’s saw*,

    And birds sit brooding in the snow,

    And Marian’s nose looks red and raw,

    When roasted crabs* hiss in the bowl,

15   Then nightly sings the staring owl,

    “Tu-whit, tu-who!”


A merry note,


While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.


*keel – cool by stirring          *saw – wise saying        *crabs – crab apples

Diction 


 1.  Look up the word “brooding”.  Based on the context, what two different 

definitions of the word might Shakespeare want readers to consider?

 2.  Why would a poet choose to use a word with multiple meanings?


3.  What is ironic about the use of the words “merry” and “sings” when describing 

the sound the owl makes?

Imagery

1.  Fill in the chart with images that appeal to the different senses.

	Sight
	

	Touch
	

	Taste
	

	Smell
	

	Hearing
	



2.  Highlight in yellow the images that suggest a positive feeling.


3.  Highlight in green the images that suggest a negative feeling.


4.  Based on the images, what inferences can you make about the speaker’s 

attitude toward winter?  Justify your answer.  

5.  Shakespeare uses concrete images to show rather than tell what winter was 

like.   Do the following on a separate sheet of paper.
a.  Rewrite this poem as a paragraph telling about winter.

b.  Explain why it is more interesting to read something that shows rather 

     than tells.

c.  Describe summer by showing it through concrete images, rather than 

telling about it.

Musical or Sound Devices


1.  Rhyme

a.  What rhyming pattern appears in the first 6 lines?

b.  Is this pattern repeated in lines 10-15?  Justify your answer.

c.  Slant rhyme or approximate rhyme occurs when words almost rhyme.  

    Often these words look like they rhyme, but do not sound the same.

                            Quote an example of slant rhyme from the poem.  


2.  A refrain is a repeated line or group of lines in a word or poem.  

a.  Quote the refrain from “Winter”.



b.  What is the effect of the refrain on the mood?

Structure


1.  Study the first word of each line of the poem.  Write three observations about 

the structure.



a.



b.



c.


2.  Select one observation above and explain how or why the structure adds to the 

effect of the poem. 

